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iPODS AND 
ACCESSORIES AT 
UNBEATABLE PRICES! 




The inMotion iM9 Mobile Speakers 

offer high quality sound for dockable 
iPods, but with a twist - they are made for 
outdoor use! They can be powered with 
batteries, are water resistant and even 
come with a backpack for easy carrying. 


iPod Hi-Fi delivers crystal-clear, 
quality sound in a clean, compact 
design. It includes an Apple Remote, 
it charges your iPod while you play 
music plus it can run off battery 
power when you are out and about. 



XtremeMac - MicroMemo 

Harman Kardon - 

Sennheiser - 

iSkin eVo3 iPod Video Skins 


Drive+Play iPod Car Kit 

MX500 Earphones 



VISIT OUR STORE! 137 Bayswater Road, Rushcutters Bay, Sydney 

OPEN 7 DAYS! (diagonal to the Vibe Hotel, Rushcutters Bay). 


Prices and specifications correct 28/06/06. Frequency Communications reserves the right to change prices and/or adjust models according to availability 
























































frebuency.com.au 


02 9360 0177 


/ 

• Authorised 

Solutions Reseller 






JBL On Time features a radio, 
clock and dual alarm, and is built 
with a high-performance sound 
system designed to give a full, 
rich sound from any direction. 



iPod shuffle 

512MB 

$96 

(RRP $99) 

1GB 

$145 

(RRP $149) 

iPod nano 


1GB 

$215 

(RRP $219) 

2GB 

$289 

(RRP $299) 

4GB 

$349 

(RRP $359) 

iPod video 


30GB 

$435 

(RRP $449) 

60GB 

$575 

(RRP $598) 




The Bose SoundDock plays your iPod 
track with crisp clarity and, with Bose 
proprietary acoustic design, you enjoy 
a full, rich sound that's greater than 
you'd expect from a system this small. 




Altec Lansing - 
inMotion iM716 Earphones 


Belkin - 

TuneBase FM for iPod 


DLO - Action Jacket 
for iPod 5th Gen. 


DLO - HomeDock 
Entertainment Centre 


JBL - On Time (Radio / Alarm Clock / Speaker) 


Bose - SoundDock Music System 


SHOP ONLINE! Australia-wide Delivery 

frequency.com.au Visa, Mastercard, EFT accepted. 


of stock without prior notice. Prices include GST Pictures are for illustrative purposes only. Errors and omissions excepted. 
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A whole lot more 

W hy is the iPod so much more successful than its competition? It’s generally more 

expensive, for one and it could certainly do with better battery life. But on the subject 
of making sweet music, and looking damn good while it does it, the iPod is peerless. And 
with that has come the brand and, more importantly, the club. Like owning a luxury car, you 
give the nod to a fellow iPod traveller when you pass them in the street. You just know you 
have both chosen wisely. 

What’s more, the iPod is like a puzzle box. On the surface, tranquility. But beneath that 
silky cool exterior, complexity awaits. From the massive accessories market to the free and 
commercial software, iPod can become so much more if you want it to. You never have to 
see this side, but you can unlock it and enjoy these hidden treasures, joining an ever more 
exclusive branch of the club as you do. 

For the treasure hunters, Player is here to help direct you in your search. I’m sure there will 
be at very least a few things in here, probably a lot more, that you didn’t already know about 
your iPod — or the iPod you’re about to choose. This issue’s collection of guides to products, 
software and secret functions is positively glistening with gems of knowledge. 

So stay a while and dig around. Have we helped you uncover a new side to your iPod that 
has made you fall in love all over again? Is there some rumour you have heard, but don’t 
know where to look for more? Tell us your thoughts, and we’ll keep spreading the iLove. 

► Seamus 
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KILLER GUIDES 


All the essentials and then some. Choose your iPod, give it great playlists, turn it into a musical 
love story, fix any problems, and dress it to kill. 


HOOKING UP 


Home entertainment system, meet iPod. Now play nice together. 


SHOWCASES AHOY 


Not every iPod accessory in the universe. But we’re pretty close. 


YOUR VERY OWN IPDA 


iPod goes pda? We’ve got city guides, maps, translators, your favourite movies, presentations, 
rss feeds, address books, calendars... oh yeah, and even Linux. 


SPEAKERS GUIDE 


Ten of the best options for your iPod, whether pumping at home or a party in your pocket. 


CAR AUDIO GUIDE 


Luxury car integration or wireless transmission, we’ve got some of the best gear right here for 
iPods on the open road. 


56 


PRODUCT REVIEWS 


We slow down to look closer at a few iPod accessories on the market right now. 






























Your Path to Language Success 



With Language Now! By Transparent Language. 


4 Steps to Language Success. 


1/ Nevv 
Ver sion 70 

fo, yoilr gg 


iPod 

Mp *pkty 


1. Quickly learn common 
words and phrases with 
the breakthrough flash 
card learning system. 




3. Grow your language 
skills with 

listening/speaking activ¬ 
ities, conversation practice and numerous 
games/excercises. 


2. Build your language comprehension by 
watching videos and listening to native 
speakers participate in 
everyday conversations. 



4.Take your learning with you using com¬ 
panion flashcard programs for PDAs, iPods 
and other MP3 playersJust load and learn 
on the go. 


Available for Macintosh and Windows platforms. 



For your local stockist of Transparent, „ 
Language software please call Try and Byte. 


TRY BYTE 


Unit 17,2a Heibert St St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel ( 02 ) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 


www.tryandbyte.com.au 

































Individualise your iPod 


Don’t just think different...BE DIFFERENT 


CoNeXuS 


Choose from Australia’s largest range of over 200 accessories 
to suit all your iPod needs and individual style. 

From hifi speakers to remote controls, waterproof cases to protective skins we have it all! 
Visit us today to view our range and the name of your nearest reseller. 

www.ip&rcoK^liiy.com.au 

iPod not included. iPod is a registered trade mark of Apple Computer Inc. 


www.conexus.com.au 
sales@conexus.com.au 
phone 02 9975 2799 
















KILLER IPOD GUIDE 


PLAYER ► 11 


By Christopher Breen 

Choosethe 
right iPod 

A quick primer to Apple’s world of t n 2001, when Apple introduced the iPod, there was just one. The only decision you had to 

portable music X make was to iPod or not to iPod. Now, Apple offers three versions at prices ranging from 

$99 to $598. Which model will best serve you? 



iPod Video. By now we have a pretty 
good idea of how the iPod fares as a 
music player. Video is this iPod’s marquee 
feature and while Apple has worked hard 
to downplay it (‘iPod with video’ and not 
‘Video iPod’), and its video experience is 
far from perfect, Jobs and company have 
reason to be proud of their first foray into 
portable video. 

It’s got a bigger screen and has also 
trimmed down to a thinner size than ever 
before. The iPod supports H.264 and mpeg-4 
video in .m4v, .mp4, and .mov formats, 
which means your iPod will play the videos 
offered by the iTunes Music Store and 
videos you’ve properly encoded (Apple’s 
QuickTime can be a big help). 

The photo features are still here, with 
better slideshows than ever before, plus 
this is the first iPod to include the ability to 


record cd quality stereo voice memos, with 
a separate mic attachment. 

Unless you own a computer that doesn’t 
have a usb 2.0 port, which is now the only 
sync option available, it’s hard not to like 
this iPod. Even if you never use its video 
capabilities, you should be pleased with its 
sleek design, crisp display, intuitive interface, 
reasonable battery life (more impressive with 
the 6ogb model), and the myriad wonders 
we’ve come to expect from an iPod. And if 
portable video makes sense for you, you’ll 
find this iPod even more appealing. 

Capacity & Price 30GB iPod, $449; 6ogb, 
$598; 30GB U2 Special Edition, $499. 

Ideal Usage & User If you’re looking for the 
ultimate iPod — a large colour screen, the 
ability to watch video and enough storage 
for a very large music library — this edition 
is meant for you. 



iPod nano. When Apple introduced the 
iPod nano, it killed off the much-beloved 
iPod mini. More than just a more miniature 
mini, though, the nano was the next 
logical step in the mid-priced iPod line. 

Out went the mini’s monochrome lcd and 
in came a colour display. Gone, too, was 
the mini’s hard drive, replaced by flash 
memory. The mini was cool, but the nano 
is simply cooler. 

It is more limited than the big boy of the 
family, and the nano isn’t as good a deal as 


the iPod for price-to-storage ratio, but the 
nano’s flash memory eliminates skipping, 
and with no moving parts, it’s also more 
likely to survive a fall than a full-size iPod. 
Capacity & Price igb nano, $219; 2gb, 
$299; 4GB, $359. 

Ideal Usage & User The nano is Apple’s 
most fashionable iPod. If you have a sense of 
style and want to store a goodly number of 
songs, the iPod nano may be hard to resist. 
And unlike the shuffle, it offers a colour 
display and the iPod’s signature Click Wheel. 



iPod shuffle. Apple’s least-expensive iPod 
offers a host of advantages. Affordable 
enough as an impulse buy; its sound quality 
is as good as any other iPod; like the nano, its 
flash memory never skips; and it holds more 
than enough music to get you through a long 
drive or a marathon run — and with up to 12 
hours of play time, the battery will last longer 
than your playlist. It doesn’t, however, include 


a screen for navigating to specific songs. 
Capacity & Price 5i2mb shuffle, $99; 
igb, $149. 

Ideal Usage & User The shuffle’s non¬ 
skip nature and minuscule size make it the 
perfect companion for exercising. And it’s 
inexpensive enough to become your second, 
“just kickin’ around” iPod that isn’t as scary 
to lose, hurt or scratch up. 






























12 ► PLAYER 


KILLER IPOD GUIDE 


By Christopher Breen 


Brilliant Playlists 

Tips for making smarter Smart Playlists 


A s our music libraries swell to gargantuan proportions it can become increasingly 
l difficult to manage the music we listen to (or would like to listen to if we could just 
find half the tunes we have lost in there). But iTunes offers a leg up with Smart Playlists 
— a tool for automatically creating playlists that contain exactly the kind of music you 
want in iTunes and on your iPod. 

Of course, Smart Playlists can’t do the job on their own. They need an agile brain behind 
the scenes to help them separate the good from the meh. While I’m certain that your grey 
matter is up to the task, why strain the frontal lobe when people like me are paid to do the 
work for you. Then, with your powers enhanced, you can use my efforts as a platform to 
creating your own super genius playlists. Put your feet up, crack open a cooling copy of 
iTunes, and let’s begin. 


Smart Playlist 

5? Match th« following cult: 

Play Count T| [ l» i 1 0 + 

_ Umlt to 25 songt _jT> s«l«ct«d by random _ ~£) 

_ Match only chacktd songs 
Uv« updating 

( Cancal ) ( OK ) 


New Music All the Time. Where better to 
start than at the beginning? If you’re sick 
of hearing the same old stuff, create a new 
Smart Playlist that reads Play Count is o. 

You can limit the playlist by number of 
songs, the length in hours and minutes, or 
the amount of space the playlist consumes 
(in either megabytes or gigabytes). In the 
Selected By menu you can further narrow 
your choices by choosing songs by Album, 
Artist, Genre, Song Name, Rating, Most 


or Least Often Played, or Most or Least 
Recently Played (Warning: I believe the 
universe collapses in on itself if you choose 
Play Count is o and then select tunes by Most 
Often Played). 

Be sure to also enable the Live Updating 
option. When you do so, iTunes will check 
to see what you’ve played either in iTunes or 
on the iPod when you next sync and replace 
any songs in the playlist that have been 
played with tunes that you’ve never played. 


Sm*rt Playlist 

2! Match th« following rul« 

Commant Tj contains _Sunday morning! + 


_ Limn to 25 songs _T 1 saltcttd by random _T) 

_ Match only chackad songs 
5? Uva updating 



In the Mood. Unless you’re the kind of 
person for which the party never ends, you’re 
going to want to listen to a far different 
kind of music on Sunday morning than 
was hammered into your brain the night 
before. To assist in this, you can create Smart 
Playlists that match your mood. And the key 
to doing so is iTunes’ Comments field. 

As you traipse through your music 
collection, find songs likely to work for you 
in particular situations — hung-over Sunday 
mornings or tunes that will get your blood 
racing while you exercise. When you find 
such songs, highlight them and choose Get 
Info from iTunes’ File menu. In the resulting 
window, click the Info tab and enter an 
appropriate word in the Comments field. 


When you’re ready to compile your playlist, 
configure the top row of pop-up menus to 
read Comment Contains Whatever, where 
Whatever is the mood or situation you’d like 
a playlist for — Comment Contains Exercise, 
for instance. 

Mood playlists have become increasingly 
important with the advent of the iPod 
shuffle. Because their storage space is so 
limited it makes sense to create playlists 
that will suit particular occasions — 
working out at the gym, playing on the train 
on your way to a dead-end job, or learning a 
set of tunes for an upcoming gig. Again, use 
the comments field to classify your tunes 
and create mood playlists that you can 
choose in Autofill. 
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Smart Playlist 

3 Match all 

. of the following rules: 


Kind 

1 ’ does not contain ! ' AiFF 

0© 

Kind 

{ ' does not contain J ’ WAV 

©0 

Kind 

i ' does not contain : ' Apple Lossless 

©0 

Kind 

J ' does not contain I ' Quicktime 

©0 

Bn Rate 

J ' is less than J ’ 192 

u>p* S 0 

Cenre 

; ' does not contain i ' Holiday 

0© 

Cenre 

i 1 does not contain 5 ’ Children's Musi 

< 0® 

My Rating 

T 1 is greater than "T 1 *** 

0© 

^ Limit to 3500 

MB T| selected by random 

T) 

G Match only checked songs 


2* live updating 





(c^O ( <* ) 


The iPod nano/mini Playlist. The iPod 
shuffle has the cool Autofill feature that 
automatically fills the little player with 
tracks that don’t take up a lot of space. 
Unfortunately, Autofill doesn’t currently 
work with any other iPod models and, 
if you have a reasonably large music 
collection, it could be useful with an iPod 
nano or mini. 

Oh sure, when you plug an iPod (that’s 
configured to update automatically) into 
your computer and your iTunes library 
contains more music that your iPod can 
hold, iTunes creates a playlist of music 
that will fit on your iPod, but iTunes isn’t 
discerning about what it puts in that 
playlist. If you want to pack as much music 
as possible, you need something smarter. 

With that in mind, create a series of 
conditions that read: Kind does not contain. 
This list of conditions would include aiff, 
wav, Apple Lossless, and QuickTime — song 
formats that take up a lot of storage space. 

To avoid packing the mini with songs 
encoded at high bitrates (the higher the 
bitrate, the larger the file), ask the Smart 
Playlist to limit songs to those that weigh 
in at less than 192kbps. You might also 
want to exclude the Audiobooks genre 
and might also wish to skip such genres as 
Holiday and Children’s Music if it’s July 
or you can’t bear one more round of The 
Eensy Weensy Spider. Finally, be sure that 
the top of the playlist reads Match All of 


the Following Conditions. If “any” rather 
than “all” is selected, the Smart Playlist 
will become far too inclusive. 

If you have a lot of music on your 
computer and you’ve rated that music, 
consider adding a rating condition that 
reads My Rating is Greater than 3 Stars. Be 
sure to limit the size of this playlist with the 
Limit to option at the bottom of the Smart 
Playlist window. For a 4GB nano or mini 
this option should read Limit to 3500mb 
selected by Album (you must use megabytes 
rather than gigabytes because the gb field 
won’t accept decimals, as in 3.5GB). 

Once you’ve created this playlist, enable 
the Automatically Update Selected Playlists 
Only option in iTunes Preferences, select 
the Smart Playlist you have created, and 
click ok. The iPod will be updated with your 
playlist — and continue to be as long as you 
leave this option selected. 

While the shuffle has its Autofill, you can 
use a similar Smart Playlist to help deliver 
something more specific to your shuffle, 
and also more suitable to an exercise 
session, for instance, by avoiding genres 
you don’t care for when you’re sweating 
up a storm. In this case, set your Limit to 
suit the shuffle size. If you leave the Limit 
To option disabled, Autofill will choose a 
subset of tracks from a potentially much 
larger playlist of songs. When enabled, 
you’ll be shown an exact list of what will 
appear on your shuffle. 


Smart Playlist 

5 ? Match the following rule: 

Kind T 1 is 

i ' Protected AAC audio hie 

3 © 



G Limit to 25 songs 

T) selected by random 

T 

G Match only checked songs 

5? Live updating 

( Cancel ) 

c on 


Backup Your Purchased Music Playlist. 

If you lose the music you purchase from the 
iTunes Music Store, you lose it for good and 
all — Apple won’t allow you to download 
purchased music a second time without 
paying for it. For this reason, you should 
routinely backup your purchased music. 
This Smart Playlist can help you do it. 

Configure the top row of pop-up menus to 
read: Kind contains Protected aac. Give it a 
name such as Backup Library, and click ok. 
This places all the purchased music files in 
your iTunes music library into a single playlist. 
Your Purchased Music playlist should contain 
these same songs but if you’ve reorganized 
your iTunes Music folder, it’s possible that 
some of the music you purchased won’t 
appear in the Purchased Music folder. 


Select Preferences from the iTunes menu 
on the Mac or from the Edit menu on a 
Windows pc and click the Burning tab. 

In the Disc Format portion of the Burning 
window select Data cd or dvd and click ok. 
This allows you to burn your iTunes files in 
their current format rather than converting 
them to a format compatible with the audio 
cd standard (a format that creates much 
larger files). 

If the playlist exceeds the capacity of a cd-r 
disc, don’t be concerned. iTunes will burn as 
many files as it can to the first disc and then 
ask for as many subsequent discs as necessary 
to back up everything in the playlist. 

Now if you ever do lose your purchased 
music, you can simply drop in the discs and 
add it all back into your iTunes library. Phew! 
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More than Words 

iPod notes can help you weave a tale of love and music 


Y ou’re in love, and you’re looking for the perfect present for your 
sweetie pie. You’ve already bestowed red roses, vintage wine, 
and trips to exotic lands. Why not give a more personal gift — one 
that expresses your amorous emotions with song? Of course we’re 
talking about an iPod replete with love notes. 

Since the third-generation iPod, included is a Notes area that 
can hold 1,000 4Kb plain-text files. Packing your iPod with these 
files is a cinch: just create a plain-text document with Apple’s 
TextEdit or Microsoft’s NotePad, and copy the file into the iPod’s 
Notes folder. 

But there’s more to Notes than individual text documents. 

Thanks to Notes’ support for basic html tags, you can link notes to 
one another and, most importantly, to audio files stored on your 
iPod. You can also configure the iPod to lock out everything but the 
Notes area; that way, viewers must start there. Called NotesOnly 
mode or Museum mode, it holds potential for museum curators, 
tour guides, or realtors interested in presenting facts about a 
painting, a historical centre, or an overpriced property. Right now, 
though, we’re interested in matters of the heart. 

The Truth about Tags. First, we must touch upon the iPod’s 
limited html support. When I say that it supports basic tags, 

I mean basic. The iPod can’t display styled text, so you’ll find no 
tags for creating italic or boldface type. Instead, the included 
tags are designed to help the iPod interpret Web pages and to 
create links. 

These tags are limited to line breaks <br>, opening and closing 
paragraph marks <p> and </p>, respectively), and a tag for creating 
titles <t i 11 e>The Title You Want< /1 i 11 e>. Normal html rules 
don’t apply: a <p> tag, for instance, doesn’t create a space after a 
paragraph. You need to use a <p> and a <br> tag, as we do here, or 
use two <p>s or two <br>s. 

For example, type this into your text editor: 

<TITLE>0oh, Baby, Baby</TITLEXp>Ooh, my darling 
sweetie pie!</p><br><p>I’11 never forget the night 
we met. The moon, the smell of your perfume, the 
drenching rain.</pXbrXp>I 'm so happy you're 
mine!</p> 

Then save the file as plain text and mount your iPod as an external 
drive. (To do that, select the iPod in the iTunes Preferences window 
and select Enable disk use.) Copy the file to the iPod’s Notes folder. 
You’ll get a note that looks like this: 



Now Playing 


lof 2 


/oUor< You 


Love to Love you baby 
Donna Summer 
Love to Love you baby 


-0:50 


16:00 
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Ooh, my darling sweetie pie! 

Ill never forget the night we met. 

The moon, the smell of your perfume, the drenching rain. 

I’m so happy you’re mine! 

The Missing Links. You’ve made a good start, but you may find it 
difficult to really bare your soul in a 4Kb file. You might want to 
create additional notes and link to them from the original ‘Ooh, 
Baby, Baby’ note. 

To do so, enter < a href=”the note you refer to”>the 
link text</a>. 

For example, you may want to include a link to a love letter stored 
in a file called Letten.txt, which you’ve placed in the iPod’s Notes 
folder. Let’s say you want that link to be the words Words of Love 
— you’d type <a href=”Letterl.txt”>Words of Love</a>. 

On the iPod, the words Words of Love will be underlined. To travel 
to that note, simply scroll down until the link appears, and then press 
the Select button. If two links appear on the screen, the active link 
will be displayed as a solid black line. Other links will be grey. Use the 
scroll wheel to activate links above or below the currently active link. 

If you’d rather not clutter the top level of the Notes folder with 
hundreds of notes — and if you want to ensure that your sweetie 
starts in the right place — you can create subfolders within the 
Notes folder. To refer to files within one of these subfolders, 
your link must use this form < a href=”folder name/note 
name”>the link text</a>. 

For instance, if you have a file called Our First Kiss.txt inside a 
folder called Great Dates, you might create a Things I’ll Never Forget 
linktoit<a href=”Great Dates/Our First Kiss.txt”> 
Things I’ll Never Forget</a>. 

File names in links are not case sensitive, but you will need to 
spell out the full name of the note, including the .txt extension 
if it has one. And you can’t link to notes stored outside the iPod’s 
Notes folder. 

Keep in mind that a folder can be a destination, so you could 
create a link that takes you to the Great Dates folder (which, 
presumably, contains several notes) by typing <a href=”Great 
Dates”> Unforgettable Moments</a>. 

Say It with Song. Unless you’re romantically linked with someone 
who understands geeks and loves gadgets, the object of your affection 
may wonder why you’ve put a mushy note on an iPod. It is, after all, 
a music player, and you’ll get far more bang for your buck if links in 
your notes play songs or sound effects that describe your feelings. 


For instance, you might add an entry to Ooh, Baby, Baby that reads, 
“When I see you, my heart sings.” To link the words my heart sings 
to the song Love Rollercoaster on the iPod, use the form When I 
see you, <a href=”song=Love Rol 1 ercoaster”>my heart 
si ngs</a>. 

You could just as easily link to a stored recording of yourself 
reading a Shakespearean sonnet or of the sound of gentle waves to 
accompany a recounting of weekends by the ocean. 

Like other links, the phrase in the note will be underlined. When 
you highlight the link by scrolling down the page and then press the 
iPod’s Select button, the song or sound you’ve linked to will play. 
When it’s done, the iPod returns to the note. 

You can also use links to point to a particular playlist, genre, artist, 
composer, or album. If you wanted to link to the playlist Funky 
Love Songs, with the phrase “Select me to groove all night!” you’d 
create this link: <a href=”i pod :musi c?pl ayl i st=Funky Love 
Songs”>Sel ect me to groove all night!</a>. 

If your iPod has more than one version of a song — both the studio 
version and the live recording, for example — you can combine 
filters to zero in on a specific song. A link that reads “Select me to 
hear how I feel!” could play the studio version of James Brown’s 
Prisoner of Love, from the album Can Your Heart Stand It!! Just use 
this form: <a href=”i pod: musi c?al bum=Can Your Heart 
Stand It!! &song=Prisoner of Love”>Select me to hear 
how I feel!</a>. 

Locking It Down. Your present is nearly complete. But your gift will 
be far more effective if it launches directly to the Notes screen when 
your loved one first switches on the iPod. 

For this to happen, you must configure the iPod to launch into 
NotesOnly mode. To do so, create a plain-text document and enter 
this line of text: <met a name=”NotesOnly” content=”true”>. 

Save the file with the name Preferences, and copy it to the top 
level of the iPod’s Notes folder. When the iPod next launches, it 
will display the Notes screen, and it won’t let you navigate outside 
the Notes area. You can steer to notes with the scroll wheel and the 
Select button, but you can’t access screens other than those in the 
Notes area unless you hook the iPod up to your Mac and remove the 
Preferences file you placed in the Notes folder. 

Duly Noted. Your multimedia masterpiece of magical memories 
is complete. Give the iPod a final charge, wrap it in a colorful 
case, and present it on bended knee. Now that is sure to strike the 
perfect note! 
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KILLER IPOD GUIDE 


By Christopher Breen 


Troubleshooting 
your iPod 

Common cures for a friend in need 


D elightful a device as the iPod maybe, there are times when it 
won’t cooperate. Here are the symptoms and cures for the iPod’s 
most common problems, drawn from problems faced across the 
many generations of iPod in the hands of everyday users. 

Symptom: The iPod won’t start up. 

Cure i Check the hold switch to be sure that it’s not on. Even if it 
appears to be off, flick it back and forth a couple of times. If you 
have a remote control plugged into it, be sure that its hold switch is 
off as well. 

Cure 2 Plug it into a power adapter to charge it. The battery may be 
so drained that it won’t boot. 

Cure 3 If you can get the iPod to mount on your computer, restore 
it with the latest iPod Software Updater that works with your 
iPod model. 

Cure 4 If the iPod won’t mount on the computer or take a charge, its 
battery may need to be completely drained. Put it aside for 24 hours 
and then try charging it. 

Cure 5 If the iPod is over 18 months old and you use it a lot, the 
battery may be dead. If so, you can have it replaced for you by 
Apple for $109.05. There are a number of third-party battery 
replacement options that can be a lot cheaper if you’re willing to 
take the leap of faith. 

Cure 6 If nothing else works, contact Apple — either by phone, 
by taking it into an Apple retail store, or by contacting them via 
the Web. 

Symptom: The iPod doesn’t mount or appear in iTunes or the iPod 
Software Updater utility. 

Cure 1 Make sure that the iPod is plugged into a high-power usb 
2.0 port (or FireWire port for older models). The iPod won’t be 
recognized if plugged into a low-power usb port. 

Cure 2 Make sure that the iPod is not on a chain of FireWire devices. 
The iPod requires just about all the power a FireWire port can deliver 
and if it’s on a chain of devices, it may not get the power it needs. 

Cure 3 Your iPod may be locked up. To unlock it, reset it by holding 
down the Menu and Play buttons on the first three generations of 
iPods (or the Play and Select button on more recent generations) for 
about six seconds. 

Cure 4 If the iPod still won’t mount, reset it (see Cure 3) and then 
hold down Previous and Next on the first three generations of iPod 
(Play and the Select button on newer models) to place the iPod 
in Disk Mode — a mode similar to the Mac’s FireWire Target Disk 
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Restoring an iPod. A lot of troubles mentioned here might be 
solved by a full restore of your iPod. This is a last resort before you 
would take it to Apple for a repair. 

To restore the iPod, run the latest version of the iPod Software 
Updater, found atwww.apple.com/ipod/download. From here you 
download the latest Updater, which houses all specific software 
updates for any particular model of iPod. 

The option to restore your iPod is offered when you run the iPod 
Software Updater. 

Note: Restoring your iPod erases all the data on it — music, 
contacts and calendars, and any files you’ve copied to it. If you 
want to keep the data on your iPod, back it up first. 

mode that forces the iPod to mount. An iPod that mounts only when 
thrown into Disk Mode should be restored. 

Symptom: The iPod displays a folder with an exclamation point 
when it starts up. 

Cure i Charge your iPod, it may be out of juice and confused. 

Cure 2 Update the iPod with the latest version of the iPod Updater 
that’s compatible with your iPod. An incompatible version of the 
software may have been installed on your iPod. If updating doesn’t 
work, restore your iPod. 

Cure 3 This symbol can also appear if the iPod’s hard drive was 
formatted with an incompatible utility — for example, if you’ve 
partitioned it with a Windows or Mac disk utility. If this was done, 
restore your iPod. 

Cure 4 This symbol can also indicate a dead hard drive. If nothing 
else works, contact Apple. 

Symptom: The iPod displays a battery with an exclamation point. 

Cure i Charge the iPod. 

Cure 2 Be sure you’re charging it from a working power source. A 
usb 2.0 connection won’t charge a third-generation iPod nor will an 
iPod charge when it’s attached to a sleeping computer. 

Cure 3 Your iPod may be locked up. To unlock it, reset it by holding 
down the Menu and Play buttons on the first three generations 
of iPods (or the Play and Select button on the mini and fourth- 
generation iPod) for about six seconds. 

Cure 4 If your iPod won’t charge even after your iPod has been 
plugged into a power receptacle for a long time, try a different cable. 
A damaged cable may prevent the iPod from charging. 

Cure 5 The battery may be dead. (See Cure 5 under The iPod Won’t 
Start Up.) 

Cure 6 On a first- or second-generation iPod, the FireWire connector 
may be broken. If the connector “gives” when you plug in a FireWire 
cable, this is likely the problem. Such a problem requires taking the 
iPod into Apple for repair. 

Symptom: The iPod displays the image of a spinning disk and 
magnifying glass. 

Cure 1 Congratulations! You’ve managed to initiate the iPod’s 
built-in disk scanning test. This is normally done on the first 
three generations of iPods by resetting the iPod and then pressing 
Previous, Next, Menu, and the Select button. This icon isn’t available 
on the mini and fourth-generation iPods or newer. 


If you’ve initiated the scanning test and don’t wish for it to complete, 
reset the iPod. If you’d like to complete the scan, plug the iPod 
into a power source as the test drains the battery quickly and takes 
between 15 and 20 minutes to complete. 

Symptom: The iPod displays a picture of a power adapter and 
wall plug. 

Cure 1 The iPod wants to be plugged into a power outlet and won’t 
proceed until you do so. You see this icon after you’ve restored your 
iPod and the iPod needs to update its firmware. This occurs only when 
you’ve plugged your iPod into a usb port or un-powered FireWire port 
(the 4-pin variety of FireWire ports found on some pcs). 

Symptom: The iPod displays a sad iPod icon with an 
exclamation point. 

Cure 1 Smile briefly when you see how cute this icon is and then 
start crying. Your iPod is broken and needs to be taken in for 
repair. In all likelihood, all data on it (and yes, this includes the 
music) is lost. 

Symptom: You turn the iPod on after charging and the battery 
display shows a nearly empty charge. 

Cure 1 Upgrade to the latest iPod software. The battery display icon 
is more accurate in more recent versions. 

Cure 2 Wait for a bit. It takes the iPod a minute or so to update the 
battery indicator. 

Symptom: The iPod’s screen gets dark after about io minutes of 
operation and the back seems hot. 

Cure 1 You should notice this condition very shortly after you’ve 
received a new iPod. Termed “The Black Screen of Death,” this 
condition indicates that the iPod is overheating and defective. 

Return it to Apple for a new one. 

Symptom: Through your iPod’s headphone you hear a sound as 
the hard drive spins up and then a second or so of static when a 
song begins playing. 

Cure 1 This happens with some early fourth-generation iPods. Many 
claim the sound is more discernible with third-party headphones 
than with Apple’s earbuds. If you can, take the iPod to an Apple 
Store and ask them to listen to it. If the problem exists, Apple should 
replace it. Reports indicate that Apple’s online tech support may be 
more reluctant to exchange an iPod that has this problem. 
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KILLER IPOD GUIDE 


By Seamus Byrne 

Dress to kill 

Which style says more about you? 





Just some of the 

brands selling 

great cases: 

Agent! 8 

Belkin 

Booq 

Contour 

DLO 

Gear 4 

Gecko Gear 

Griffin 

Technology 

Incase 

iSkin 

Marware 

Otterbox 

Speck 

STM 

Tunewear 

XtremeMac 

zCover 


Aussie Accessories 

While the vast majority of our iPod add-ons come from the 
global market, there are a few players who have stepped up to 
the challenge out of our local industry. And these guys have been 
putting together some very slick product — definitely some of the 
best available from anywhere. In fact, they’re now starting to break 
into the international markets and take on the competition on their 
home turf. 

So here is to the local iPod accessory producers, with Gecko 
Gear and Cygnett leading the charge. If you like to support home 
grown talent, check in on their offerings to see if they have what 
you are looking for. Surely it would it be un-Australian not to? 
Gecko Gear (see www.powermove.com.au) 

Cygnett (www.cygnett.com) 


T here’s one problem with the iPod being so damn popular 

— they might be slick and sexy in their own right, but we all end 
up looking the same as every other iPod owner. Looking the same 
isn’t necessarily a reason to go and buy some other player, but it can 
be a great excuse to go and grab a cool cover to dress up your iPod to 
suit your personal style. 

There are a lot of covers out there. Actually, a ridiculous number 
of covers. So there is no doubt you can find something that will help 
your iPod stand out from the crowd. But we can break this all down 
into a few main types of covers to help you narrow your search to a 
style that fits your tastes, with some brands of note in each category. 

Leather. Building on the class already inherent to the iPod style, 
a leather case takes the refinement to another level. There are 
plenty of options available, giving a choice of many colours 
as well as many different kinds of leather. As you move up the 
quality ladder, you’ll find suedes, stitch options and interesting 
case styles, with leather cases generally designed for open and 
shut coverage — good protection, if not quick access to controls. 
If you head to the very high-end, you can even find leather cases 
from fashion’s big names — Gucci, Burberry, Louis Vuitton and 
Dior, to name a few. 

Neoprene. Soft and squishy, neoprene cases, and others of similar 
materials, are perfect for when you want to get active, protecting 
your iPod not only from the elements, but from your own sweat 
and tears. Many cases of this kind are built to be worn on the arm, 
but you will find straight cases of this kind as well. A smaller range 
of colours here than others, but these are more for practical than 
aesthetic purposes. 

Rubber. Perhaps the most versatile category of covers available 
and certainly the most diverse. From subtle clear rubber cases that 
leave your iPod to sing its own praises, to striking candy stripes, 
camouflages and detailed team logo or artwork styles. You also get 
many shapes and styles that can offer shock protection, can flip to 
act as a stand, or just add some extra flair. 

Hard. If you think you’re likely to put your iPod in the ‘danger zone’, 
you might want to get a more serious case to give the ultimate in 
protection. More housing than case, these will take the fall so your 
iPod doesn’t, should the box get a beating. Plastics are common, but 
there are some super tough metal cases that will take some beating 
before your iPod ever comes to harm. 

There are many more pouches and wallets are on offer. But we are 
spoilt for choice in the iPod case market, so take a good look around 
and you’re sure to find something that fits your personal style. ■ 

Keep in mind... 

More to consider when deciding on a case. Can... 

• you dock the iPod with the cover on? 

• controls be used with the cover on? 

• the cover be opened one handed? 

• buttons get pressed accidentally in the cover? 

• it act as a stand for your iPod with video? 






























UBL 

H A Harman International Company 


Plugged Compatible with: 

O] [#*%}[ 0] [a] M 

Introducing JBL On Time™- a revolutionary way to use your iPod. A compact, high-performance time machine and 
sound center, JBL On Time lets you wake up to music stored on your iPod, instead of to annoying buzzers or fuzzy radio 
reception. Just connect your iPod, MP3 player or other music source to JBL On Time and experience clean, powerful and 
dynamic sound. JBL On Time includes a radio, clock and dual alarm, and is the world’s first time machine to include a 
menu-driven, intuitive user interface. For more information, visit www.harman-multimedia.com. 

CONEXUS Distributed by Conexus www.conexus.com.au Ph 02 9975 2799 


Timeless and simply irresistible, 


© 2006 Harman International Industries, Incorporated. All rights reserved. JBL and Harman International are trademarks of Harman International Industries, Incorporated, registered in the 
United States and/or other countries. JBL On Time is a trademark of Harman International Industries, Incorporated. iPod is a registered trademark, and Shuffle is a trademark, of Apple Computer, 
Inc. Docks all iPod models except Shuffle. iPod not included. 
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HOOKING UP 


By Alex Kidman 


Hooking up 

iPod isn’t just for on the move anymore 


P ortable music players like the iPod have changed the way we 
listen to music on the go, and it’s almost impossible to travel 
anywhere without seeing someone sporting the ubiquitous white 
headphones and curious involuntary head-bopping motion. In 
the home environment, however, the iPod seems almost like an 
afterthought; the player that you take outside of the house but only 
use sporadically, if at all, on the sofa. At least part of this is a pure 
battle of audio grunt — why listen to a pair of cheap headphones 
when a speaker system with more clarity and oomph is sitting in the 
living room? 

The problem with audio playback in home theatre is that they’re 
typically single cd creatures, and in the iPod era that’s just not 
enough music to sate most people’s desires. Even if you do have an 
MP3-capable cd or dvd player, you’re typically topping out at under 
5GB of music, and normally via an ugly Tv-based interface with few 
playback options. Thankfully, there are now ways to get the best of 
both worlds, combining the storage, interface beauty and portability 
of your iPod with your existing or new home theatre equipment. The 
only limitation you’ll have to accept is that you’re iPod tops out at 
stereo only; then again, audiophiles who worry about matters such 
as multi-channel sound probably wouldn’t hook up an iPod to their 
home audio systems anyway. 

This is no exhaustive look at every single make and model on the 
market. As with all things iPod, collecting data on every product 
would take hundreds of pages just for pricing alone. Consider this 
your view into a world of fresh new possibilities. 

Check your Music Quality. Before you even plug your first cable or 
ponder your choice of docking equipment, consider first the quality 
of the music that you’re going to play through it — and we’re not 
talking about your musical tastes (although, it should be noted, 
there’s no excuse for Glenn Medeiros...) As with every other portable 
music player that doesn’t take cds directly, in order to fit more music 
onto your iPod, it is compressed, and often heavily. This is referred 
to as the bit rate, expressed in the number of kilobits of information 
recorded on the track per second, or kbps. A track recompressed 
at 128kbps won’t sound too bad when it’s coming at you through 
a simple set of bud earphones, especially on a noisy street or busy 
gym. Plug the same music into a much more sensitive home theatre 
solution, and you’ll suddenly notice everything that’s been skipped 
out in order to make your music files as tiny as possible. Depending 
on what music you’ve been listening to, that could include lower than 
normal bass or treble, areas of sudden quietness or even discernible 
digital artefacts from where the compression algorithm has been 
unable to properly compress a small area of music. 

While different sets of ears will pick up different levels of 
distortion — and it depends on the quality of your home theatre 
equipment and your familiarity with each piece of music — it’s fair 
to say that an encoding level of at least 192kbps is required for most 
listeners to stay happy. More stringent audiophiles won’t voluntarily 
listen to anything below 320kbps. 

Conversion is still remarkably easy to do, and the software for 
doing so is built right into iTunes. Drop a cd into your Mac or pc 
while iTunes is running, and it’ll attempt to retrieve track information 
and then give you the option to import the cd, either as a whole or on 
a track-by-track basis to your computer. The trick here is to play with 
the settings that iTunes uses prior to importing your cds. 
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Go to Edit> Preferences > Advanced > Importing. You can easily use 
the default aac encoder, although if you’ve got other non-iPod mp3 
players you may want to experiment with using the mp 3 encoder. 
You’ll be given a series of quality settings — by default it will work 
on a 128kbps aac encoding scheme. Choose “Custom”, and from 
there, select the stereo bitrate you’d like to use. 

Higher bitrates will omit less information, but at the cost of file 
size, which will increase, and it’s something that you may need 
to experiment with depending on your auditory faculties and 
the types of music you like to listen to. Copyright protected files, 
like those sold through the iTunes music store, can’t be simply 
reconverted this way. Reconverting your music is well worth the 
work, however, as nothing dims your enjoyment of music in the 
home quite like having audio problems when you’re just trying to 
kick back and relax. 

Keep it simple. Naturally, there’s nothing stopping you from using 
the technology built right into every single model of the iPod, 
stretching all the way back to the first generation models and 
including every variant from nano to mini besides — the 3.5mm 
audio socket straight into most home theatre setups. Unless you 
either like shuffled tracks a lot, or just have a very small home 
and the iPod is always within reach, you’ll find this a very limited 
approach, as you’re still leaving full control of your playback 
experience up to your iPod. Not necessarily the home integration 
option you’ve been looking for. 

There’s also a large number of standalone iPod home theatre 
solutions on the market — prominent brand names such as Altec 


Lansing, Bose, Gear4, Jamo, Klipsch, and others all have audio units 
that include either integrated or standalone speakers along with 
some kind of direct iPod docking arrangement. These are a good 
solution if you’re currently without speakers of any kind, or you 
want something portable that you can annoy your workmates with 
in the office. If, however, you’ve currently got a home theatre setup, 
it’s something of a waste if it is the home experience you are looking 
to build upon. 

Dock me. Now down to the business of integration. There are 
a number of docking products on the market, including Apple’s 
official Universal Dock, that will form a bridge between your iPod 
and your home theatre solution. They supply a dock that you just 
drop your iPod into, connecting up via the port on the base of your 
iPod. Most will supply power, recharging your iPod as you use it, 
while also providing an additional audio output socket to connect to 
your home theatre equipment. 

The significant thing to keep an eye on here is compatibility 
— first between the dock and your iPod, and then the dock and 
your home theatre equipment. Some docks will only work with 
specific generations of the original iPod, while others won’t accept 
iPods in differing sizes, such as the nano or mini. Others still will 
supply dock adaptors or alternate plug solutions to get around 
these issues. 

Likewise, you need to know what inputs your home system can 
handle before you make your choice. There’s no point paying extra 
for a dock with optical audio output if your home theatre receiver 
won’t accept it. 


Belkin TuneStage. Belkin’s TuneStage 
($249) offers another novel approach 
to bridging the gap between making 
your music portable and working 
with a home theatre. It’s a Bluetooth- 
networked solution that involves 
plugging a Bluetooth receiver into 
your home theatre system, then a tiny 
Bluetooth sender into the top of your 
iPod. You can then wander in a fairly 
large area around your home and 
continue sending music out to your 
home audio system. 

There is one minor and one major 
catch with the Tunestage, though neither 
may be a problem at all depending on 
your needs. On the minor side, adding 
Bluetooth to your iPod (no, this will 
not let you suddenly stream to a mobile 
phone) will drain your iPod battery that 
little bit faster. The major catch with the 
Tunestage relates to the connector used 
for the Bluetooth adaptor. It’s based 
around the headset socket used in earlier 
iPod models — any fifth generation 


(that’s since iPod Video arrived) or newer 
iPod has a simpler headphone connector, and 
can’t use this Bluetooth adaptor. If you’ve got 
an earlier iPod it’s still a great choice. 

Hopefully Belkin will update the 
TuneStage for more modern iPods. In the 
meantime, if you are a Belkin fan they do 
offer the iPod TuneCast, which uses fm 


radio to transmit your iPod music. 
fm radio reception might not seem 
like an obvious match for home 
theatre playback, with more 
interference and distortion problems, 
but if your home theatre setup is 
already overcrowded with inputs, it’s 
a potential solution. 
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oression. 


Shure earphones take your iPod, mp3, DVD, 
and CD listening experience to another level. 


he Mercedes of iPod headphones” - Forbes 


Shure E2c 

Dynamic MicroDriver 
Technology 

Lightweight, sound 
isolating earphones 
with rich, full-frequency 
soundstage 


Shure E3c 

Wideband MicroDriver 
Technology 

Lightweight, sound 
isolating earphones with 
extended frequency 
soundstage 


Shure E4c 

High-Definition Driver 
with Tuned Port 
Technology 

Ultra-wide frequency 
soundstage with brilliant 
highs and extended bass 


Available in Black or White 
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Gear4 ProControl. We looked at 
the Gear4 ProControl ($129.95), a 
combination iPod recharging dock 
with its own remote and standard 
output stereo connections. This unit 
smartly comes with adaptors to fit 
just about any model and generation 
of dockable iPod, so only first gen 
and shuffle users are out in the cold. 
This really is the picture of a simple, 
elegant solution to your home stereo 
integration woes. 








Griffin TuneCenter. Griffin’s 
TuneCenter ($239) is another of the 
simple solutions that is just perfect 
for those who are keen to slot their 
iPod into the flow of their current 
setup. Add to this support for playing 
back your video and one of the 
best remotes seen on one of these 
docking units, and you have a very 
nice option indeed. 



SpeakerCraft MZC-66. At the other 
end of equation are multi-room 
solutions that’ll stream your music 
wherever you are. The particular 
appeal here has to be for people who 
don’t just have a home theatre package 
that bursts sound out in the living 
room, but instead have speakers wired 
throughout the home. Many of these 
aren’t typically iPod exclusive, and will 
take in just about any audio source. 

For example, the SpeakerCraft mzc-66 
($4,999) is a multi-room home audio 
solution that will take audio from any 
six audio sources, including the iPod 
via an optional adaptor, and then 
allow you to control playback through 
six different remotes, all playing 
different music simultaneously. 



Xbox 360. Also sitting on the novel 
approach side of things — and a less 
likely marriage than many people 
would think possible — if you’ve got 
one of Microsoft’s shiny new Xbox 
360 consoles (from $499) hooked up 
to your home theatre for impressive 
sounding games-based fun, it’s 
worth bearing in mind that you can 
connect up your iPod and play any 
non-protected music directly through 
the console, including playlists and 
downloaded podcasts. 



iPort. While there are a number of 
essentially plain docks on the market, 
there are also some quite innovative 
approaches to the whole docking 
concept. Most docks resemble 
standing pda or mobile phone 
chargers, but not the nifty iPort; 
it’s a wall-mounted solution. Yepw 
all-mounted, as in ‘hole in the wall’ 
solution that’ll let you slot your iPod 
in stream audio throughout your 
home environment. iPort starts at 
around $379 plus installation costs. 



Yamaha YDS-1 OS. Here’s a good 
example of specialist integration into 
a particular brand’s home theatre 
solution. If you’re using a home 
theatre solution based around a 
Yamaha av receiver (currently the 
RXV559B, RXV659B, HTR5950 or 
HTR5960S), then the yds-ios Dock 
($149) is a decent consideration. As 
with other docks, you plug in your 
iPod to the docking cradle, where it’ll 
charge up while playing. Connections 
go to the receiver as well as your tv. 
Once docked, you 
then use your Yamaha 
receiver remote to 
control the iPod. 
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From here to iTunity. If you’re currently using an iPod then it’s a fair 
bet you’re using iTunes, unless you never really want to change and 
alter your music in any way — and where’s the fun in that? The good 
news is there are products that will leave your iPod for portable 
music and let you stream your iTunes library throughout your home, 
either in a wired or wireless network configuration. This leaves your 
iPod itself charging (or lying idly in your bag), but allows you access 
to a potentially much larger music library, especially if the size of 
your iTunes library outstrips the capacity of your iPod. 


Airport Express. Never one to miss a potentially lucrative 
market, Apple has its own solution for streaming iTunes 
music throughout your home, and it’s one that comes with 
a significant upside compared to its competitors. The Apple 
Airport Express ($199) is a wireless network adaptor that, 
aside from sharing Internet and printing facilities, also 
lets you stream iTunes music through an audio jack in the 
side of the unit. While it lacks any kind of digital display or 
controls — and can’t pass that information through to your 
home theatre system — it brings one significant benefit 
if you’re a heavy user of the iTunes Music store. It’s the 
only receiver that can stream the copy-protected aac files 
that the store sells; for copyright reasons other streaming 
solutions will baulk at playing back these protected files. 
The downside? Setting up a wireless network can be 
complicated for the less technically inclined. 



Sonos Digital Music System. Just because Apple’s got 
something of a stranglehold on streaming protected iTunes 
files doesn’t mean that other home streaming products aren’t 
worth looking at, especially if you’re after a solution that 
includes the ability to control your music playback remotely. 
Sonos’ Digital Music System is a good solution that’ll stream 
your iTunes library — including podcasts and playlists (but 
sadly not protected files) — to any of up to 32 ‘Zone Players’ 
throughout the house. 

The Sonos system works wirelessly but doesn’t require any 
existing wireless network infrastructure to work; Sonos’ claim 
is that it’s significantly simpler to install than your average 
wireless network. A basic Sonos setup will cost you around 
$2,000 and cover a couple of rooms, although there’s plenty 
of scope to increase the size of the network later on. Check in 
on our review down the back for more on this one. 



And they keep on coming ... This area is growing rapidly, with new 
arrivals like the dlo Home Dock Deluxe hitting the scene every time 
you blink. Many of the brands who have iPod speaker units available 
are expanding into the integrated a/v docking area. By the time you 
read this, there will probably be at least half a dozen new docking 
options available. This could be the proverbial ‘never been a better 
time’ to be looking into iPod and iTunes integration for your home 
entertainment needs. ■ 



















SERIOUS ABOUT YOUR iPOD? 

TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL WITH YAMAHA 



Easily connected via a single cable, Yamaha’s latest AV receivers and YDS-10S iPod Dock seamlessly 
integrate your iPod with your home entertainment system. Experience instant access to all your 
favourite iPod tunes and images, while enjoying full on-screen menu navigation through your TV or 
monitor, using the receiver’s remote control. And with Compressed Music Enhancer and Yamaha’s 
renowned Cinema DSP sound technology, your playlists have never sounded so good. 


YAMAHA - WHERE TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP 
MEETS LATEST TECHNOLOGY. 



For further information about the YDS-10S iPod Dock and compatible 
AV receivers, call 1300 739 411 or visit www.yamahamusic.com.au/ipod 



iPOD IS A TRADEMARK OF APPLE COMPUTER. INC.. REGISTERED IN THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 







COMPUTERS NOW 
IPOD SPECIALISTS 


Computers Now AppleCentres stock the following quality brands: 


P 

Cygnett 


BELKIN 


Better sound through research^ 


clarion 


m 

Let's get personal 


C GPIFFIN) harman/kardon* 

/? Kensington [/] SEIMIM H EISE R 


Computers Now AppleCentres are the iPod specialists, 
from a nano skin through to a fully integrated Clarion in car 
entertainment system we have the advice and the price. 



Present this ad with 
the purchase of any 
iPo< 

Cygnett case! 


_ iPod & receive a FREE 

Cygnett 




^ Belkin TuneSync 
*/ for iPod 


$79.95 (85497) 



HDR130 cordless 

$299.95 (85624) 


o 


n 


DLO nanoTune 

$ 129.95 

NOW $99.95 (85177) 


0 


FM Transmitter 
for iPod 

$59.95 (83671) 



Soft Silicon iPod 
nano Skins 

$19.95 



iRhythms iPod 
Speaker 

$229.00 (W 85622, B 85623) 


eRock 

$59.95 (85620) 


See touch & listen to 
heaps of products in store 



iPod Repairs & Trade-ins 


iPod Repairs 

Computers Now repair nearly all iPod models* 
whether it is in or out of warranty. Ask for a repair 
quote or warranty check today. 



iPod Trade-ins 

Computers Now accept trade-ins on working iPods* 
The screen can be cracked, the battery performance 
poor, the headphones faulty. As long as the iPod 
plays music, we'll give you $75 trade-in off any new 
iPod purchase. Ask our sales staff today. 


Apple Authorised Reseller 


Apple Platinum Service Centre 
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North Sydney 

222 Pacific Highway 

t: 02 9951 7979 

sales.nthsyd@compnow.com.au 


Chadstone 

Chadstone Shopping Centre B72a 
t: 03 9568 8655 

• sales.chadstone@compnow.com.au 


South Yarra 

409a Chapel St 
t: 03 9827 5011 

sales.chapelst@compnow.com.au 



South Melbourne 

64 Clarendon St 
t: 03 9684 3600 

sales.sthmelb@compnow.com.au 


Malvern 

1465 Malvern Rd 
t: 03 9824 8544 

sales.malvern@compnow.com.au 


comp 

now 

APPLECENTRE 


www.compnow.com.au 


Geelong 

255 Moorabool St 
t: 03 5223 1550 

sales.geelong@compnow.com.au 


t " M UNSW 

buiSIng^t g UNSW Main Campus, Botany St 
«| t: 02 9385 2377 

| j sales.unsw@compnow.com.au 


Images for illustration purposes only. *Repair and Trade-in offers exlude iPod Shuffles. E&OE. 
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NEW Jamo i300 iPod 
Speaker System 

An awesome, stand-alone, fully 
powered subwoofer/satellite 
system that gives your iPod or 
media centre a full-strength hi- 
fi quality sound performance. 
Excellent metal casing and long 
range remote are just some of 
the features, but the real test 
is the sound which has to be 
heard to be believed. Try them 
out at any Computers Now 
AppleCentre today. 

RRP $599 inc gst 



Sennheiser PXC 250 
Headphones with NoiseGuard 

The pxc 250 are a pair of 
closed, dynamic, supra-aural 
stereo mini headphones 
with NoiseGard™ active 
noise compensation. 

Their active and passive 
attenuation of ambient noise, 
lets you enjoy music even 
in noisy environments. The 
headphones are foldable and 
come with a convenient belt 
pouch. Test the Sennheiser 
range at a Computers Now 
AppleCentre today. 
rrp $299 inc GST 







NEW Belkin TuneSync for iPod 

TheTuneSync Integrates 
an iPod dock with a five 
port usb 2.0 hub. Complete 
with iPod adaptors you can 
charge and sync your iPod 
whilst connecting other 
peripherals to the hub. Perfect 
for home or office or wherever 
you charge your iPod. 
rrp $79.95 inc GST 






AppleCare 
Protection Plan 

for iPod 


NEW harmon / kardon 
Drive + Play 

Drive + Play puts the familiar 
iPod menu right on your 
dashboard. Compatible with 
all docking iPods, the system 
can be connected to your car’s 
audio system in a number 
of ways and provides backlit 
easy access to all menus 
in a regular or large font. 

Test it at a Computers Now 
AppleCentre today. 
rrp $299 inc GST 


NEW JBL On Time Sound 
Centre — Black or White 

A high-performance sound 
centre that lets you wake 
up to music on your iPod. 

Just connect your iPod, or 
other music source to JBL 
On Time and experience 
clean, powerful and 
dynamic sound. Includes a 
radio, clock and dual alarm, 
and is the world’s first time 
machine to include a menu- 
driven, intuitive user interface. 
See them at a Computers Now 
AppleCentre today. 
rrp $299 inc GST 


AppleCare Extended 
Warranty for iPods 

Normally $99 — save $24! 

If your iPod is in warranty, you 
can extend the warranty of your 
iPod for another 12 months 
with the AppleCare Extended 
Warranty for iPods and all 
the included accessories 
— available today from any 
Computers Now AppleCentre. 
NOW $75 inc gst 


vie tel 03 9684 3600 ► nsw tel 02 9951 7979 ► email sales@compnow.com.au 























28 ► PLAYER SHOWCASE 


fosh 


_ australia 

www.fosh.com.au 


www.fosh.com.au 



iTrip Nano 

fm Transmitter for iPod Nano 

iTrip now uses the iPod’s high resolution lcd for optimal 
viewing of station information. Additionally, the sled design 
and minimalist controls make this the thinnest fm transmitter 
for the slimmest iPod to date. 
rrp $94 


(griffin) 


iTrip Dock 

fm Transmitter for iPod with Dock Connector 
The new iTrip follows in the tradition of Griffin’s iTrip line, with 
superior performance and innovative features that make the 
iTrip the most popular iPod fm transmitter in the world. 
rrp $89 


(griffin) 



iTRIP Auto 

fm Transmitter e[ Auto Charger for iPod 

iTrip Auto is the most versatile iTrip to date, accommodating 

every dock connector iPod, including iPod nano and 5th 

Generation iPods with video. 

rrp $105 


(griffin) 



TuneCenter 

Home Media Center for iPod 

Attach TuneCenter to your television and stereo for viewing 
photos, watching video, listening to your iPod music library or 
internet radio. 
rrp $239 



Fi rewave 

Surround Sound for Mac 

The Griffin FireWave gives you what you have been missing in 
your Mac experience — Surround Sound. FireWave has Dolby 
Digital™ processors to bring Surround Sound to Macs for 
gaming, players and iTunes. 
rrp $159 



TuneFlex 

Auto Charger with Flexible Docking Cradle 

TuneFlex is a dock and charger designed with automobile 

convenience in mind. TuneFlex’s flexible steel neck adjusts to 

any angle, and its cradle grips your nano and rotates. Includes 

cassette adaptor and line-out port. 

rrp $75 


(griffin) 


tel 03 9532 9322 ► fax 03 9532 8666 ► email sales@fosh.com.au 
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Travel Plug Adapter with USB Charger 

■ All-in-one worldwide usb & ac travel adapter. 

■ Works in over 150 countries. 

■ Safety release button and built-in fuse ensure safe operation. 
RRP $49.95 


Kensington 
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Digital FM Radio & FM Transmitter for iPod 

Plays your fm radio stations through your iPod. 

Plays your iPod tunes through your home or car fm stereo. 
Pushbutton digital tuner with easy-to-read display lets you 
choose any fm station. 

RRP $109.95 


Kensington 


Kensington 


Kensington 


ensington 


SX 2000 Speakers for iPod 

- NXT SurfaceSound® bi-directional loudspeaker technology 
delivers remarkable sound from both the front and back of 
the speaker unit. 

• Plays audio from other MP3 players, computers, etc. 

RRP $ 190.00 



Pico FM Transmitter For iPod 

Ultra-thin, sleek design matches perfectly with iPod nano 
Play your iPod wirelessly through your car or home stereo 
Uses iPod’s high resolution lcd to display station 
information, no software required for this functionality. 
RRP $79.95 



Kensington 



% 


Stereo Dock for iPod 

■ Plays iPod tunes through your home stereo. 

• Simultaneously charges iPod in the cradle. 

- Infrared remote control operates from up to 30 feet away, 
without interference from other devices. 

RRP $ 99.95 


Digital FM Transmitter/Auto Charger for iPod 

• All-in-one digital fm transmitter and charger plays iPod 
tunes through the car’s fm radio. 

• Simultaneously charges iPod using the car’s dc power 
source (cigarette outlet). 

RRP $109.95 


tel 02 9906 5227 ► fax 02 9906 5605 ► email trynbyte@alpha.net.au 
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iSkim 


iSkin eVo3 for iPod Video 

The amazing eVo3 raises the bar by being 
the first silicone protector to feature an 
ultra-clear, scratch resistant screen and face 
protector for the iPod with video. As with 
all iSkin products, the eVo3 is precision 
molded to provide the ultimate fit with a 
high quality finish. It’s designed to provide 
maximum protection without added bulk 
and to enhance the look of the iPod. The 
iSkin eVo3 is available in six fashionably 
cool colors and is crafted from durable, 
high-grade silicones. 
rrp $54.95 







iSkiVi 


iSkin Duo for iPod nano 

The iSkin Duo for iPod nano looks great, 
feels great and works great. In a class of its 
own, the patent pending dual layer design 
creates beautiful color combinations that 
make every iPod nano as unique as you are. 
The iSkin Duo for iPod nano comes in eight 
awesome color combinations that include 
glow-in-the-dark. 

RRP $44 
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iSkin DuoBand for iPod nano 

The iPod® nano is ideal for listening to your favourite tunes 
during a workout at the gym or during active sports. So we 
created the iSkin DuoBand™ for iPod nano with just about 
every activity in mind. 
rrp $44 


iSkin 



iSkin Slims for iPod nano 

iSkin® slims™ are an easy and simple way for you to give 
your iPod® nano surface protection and stylistic flare. 
iSkin slims give you easy access to all iPod controls. Available 
in a convenient 5-pack. 
rrp $44 


tel 02 9906 5227 ► fax 02 9906 5605 ► email trynbyte@alpha.net.au 
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iSnuG 


iSnuG 


iSnug™ Nano Set 

• The ultimate iPod® protection 

• 3 layers of protection 

• Fits iPod® Nano 

• Includes Lanyard 

• Duravu Protective Shield 
RRP $39.99 


iSnug™ Video Set 

• The ultimate iPod® protection 

• 3 layers of protection 

• Fits iPod® Video 

• Includes Lanyard 

• Duravu Protective Shield 
RRP $ 39.99 


VideoShield Kit 

Kits for Both 30GB and 60 ce units 
Includes: 

• Agenti8 case 

• Dock adaptor (for universal dock) 

• Metal (Stainless spring Steel) Belt Clip (one of the thinnest 
on the market) 

• Table Stand (4 position) 

rrp $59.95 


NanoShield Kit 

Includes: 

• Agenti8 case. 

• Dock adaptor (for universal dock) 

• Neoprene Armband 

• beltclip (Stainless Steal and Plastic) 

RRP $ 49.95 


tel 02 9906 5227 ► fax 02 9906 5605 ► email trynbyte@alpha.net.au 





















































► PLAY E R S H OWCAS E 


FREE YOUR TUNES 


gBezr 

www.gear4.com/au 



55” 


O O 


• 

iam mom 

• 

CpBZi 

• • 



CEAR4 HouseParty II 

Home stereo speaker system and dock for iPod 
The HouseParty II syncs, charges and docks your iPod, while 
pumping out crystal-clear sound from its advanced speaker 
system. With 30 watt total output and a fully functional 
remote, you can party in any room of the house — true 
freedom for your tunes! 

rrp $149.95 



CEAR4 PocketParty for iPod Nano 

Micro speaker system with detachable stand for iPod nano 
Created by our boffins to make your iPod nano even more fun! 
It pumps out l watt of stereo sound from its mini speakers, 
and its display stand means that your ipod nano doesn’t just 
sound cool, it looks great and is easy to use too! 

RRP $ 49.95 


CEAR4 StreetParty 

Portable stereo system for iPod nano and other Mp3 music players 
At home, the park or traveling, the StreetParty allows you 
to share your music in high quality stereo sound, and folds 
flat for storage on-the-move. Mains or battery-powered the 
StreetParty pumps tunes wherever you are. It also features a 
usb port to charge your iPod for later! 
rrp $74.95 



GEAR4 PocketParty II 

Micro Speaker System for all iPods with a dock connector 
Free your tunes and break the silence! From an afternoon 
lying in the park, to the back of a bus, sharing your music with 
friends has never been easier. Operation is ultra-simple, just 
plug PocketParty into your iPod, switch on and get rocking! 
RRP $ 49.95 



GEAR4 ProControl 

AV connection kit for iPod 

Want a home for your iPod that is sleek, tidy and functional? 
A docking station that syncs, charges, docks and links any 
iPod to your tv or home stereo, letting you free your tunes 
throughout the house! With the added bonus of a remote 
control, the ProControl is home-sweet-home for your iPod. 
rrp $129.95 



GEAR4 CruiseControl 

RF Remote Control for iPod 
Control your iPod from any room in your house with its 
50 metre range that works through walls. When you’re out 
cruising, the dinky strap to attaches the remote to your steering 
wheel, bicycle handlebars, or around your neck with the lanyard. 
Your iPod is safe in your bag while you enjoy your tunes! 

RRP $69.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► email jamie@disruptivegroup.com 
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CEAR4 WorldTour V2 

ac Charger with international plug attachments for all iPods 
Going away? Your iPod is the first thing you’ll pack. Don’t get 
caught with messy adaptors and loads of cables, just pack 
your World Tour V2 and charge your iPod or any other device 
capable of charging via usb anywhere in the Australia, Europe, 
u k or the usa. 

RRP $ 49.95 


GEAR4 PowerTrip V2 

Car Charger for iPod and other usb devices 
Want to keep your iPod powered on the move? Charge any 
recent iPod from your cars 12V cigarette lighter! It features 
a new interchangeable dock-it™ connector which lets you 
charge any iPod with a dock connector (except 3G) and any 
other device that can receive power via usb. 

rrp $ 34.95 



GEAR4 PocketPower 

Reserve power pack and battery recharger for iPod 
Is your iPod running out of battery while away from a power 
source? That’s why you need the g ear 4 PocketPower, an 
iPod battery back up that’s fits neatly into your pocket and 
charged via usb. Easy-to-use, portable and providing around 
8 additional hours playback. The PocketPower can then be 
charged via usb. 

RRP $49.95 



/ 

CEAR4 X-Clip Splitter 

Hard Plastic Case for iPod Nano with Headphone splitter 
The X-Clip attachment feature allows you to clip on and off 
special g EAR4 X-Clip accessories which fully integrate with 
the case. Visit www.gear4.com/xclip for more details! This 
basic model comes with an X-Clip Belt Clip, and headphone 
splitter. Share your music with friends! 

RRP $39.95 




GEAR4 X-Clip Sports Armband for iPod nano 

Sports Armband with hard plastic case and belt clip for iPod nano 
Enjoy your tunes on the run - literally! Its adjustable, cushioned 
strap fits any arm size and features a SmartClip to keep messy 
wires out of your way for comfort and ease. The hard, protective 
case and emergency Rainjacket ensure your iPod is safely 
protected while the reflective strips look out for your safety in 
the dark, allowing you to get active whatever the conditions! 

RRP TBC 


GEAR4 X-Clip FM for iPod nano 

X-Clip fm transmitter with hard plastic case and belt clip 
The X-Clip fm allows you to transmit your tunes to your radio 
for completely wireless connectivity. In the car or the house, 
simply plug the transmitter into your iPod, select an available 
frequency and listen to your tunes through your stereo with 
no wires! The transmitter even stores up to 9 channels in its 
memory for quick tuning 
RRP TBC 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► email jamie@disruptivegroup.com 
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CEAR4 Leatherjacket for iPod Video (PINK) 

High Quality leather case for iPod 

Hand-made premium-grade leather case to dress your iPod up 
in style and keep it protected from life’s knocks and scrapes. 

rrp $34.95 


Leatherjacket for iPod nano (WHITE) 

High Quality leather case for iPod nano 

Hand-made premium-grade leather case to dress your iPod up 
in style and keep it protected from life’s knocks and scrapes. 

RRP $34.95 


CEAR4 JumpSuit Plus for iPod Nano 

Super thin silicon case, sports armband and hard plastic 
screen protector for iPod nano. 

Protect your iPod nano in style! 

rrp $29.95 


GEAR4 Leatherjacket for iPod nano (BLACK) 

High Quality leather case for iPod nano 

Hand-made premium-grade leather case to dress your iPod up 
in style and keep it protected from life’s knocks and scrapes. 

rrp $34.95 


GEAR4 JumpSuit Plus for iPod Video 

High-quality silicon protective case with screen protector, belt 
clip and lanyard for iPod Video 30G b. Protect your iPod in style. 

rrp $29.95 


GEAR4 JumpSuit Pro 

Silicon case for iPod nano with lanyard. Clean lines, compact 
and robust — the JumpSuit Pro dresses your iPod Nano up 
for life’s little knocks and scrapes. 

rrp $24.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 41 1 7 ► email jamie@disruptivegroup.eom 
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iPod dock YDS-lOs 

Dreaming of a way to link your iPod with your home 
entertainment system? Look no further than Yamaha’s new 
yds-ios universal iPod Dock. Connected to a compatible Yamaha 
av receiver, the yds-ios delivers ‘plug and play’ convenience 
and provides full on-screen menu navigation through your 
tv or monitor by using the receiver’s remote control. You can 
experience your favourite music in superb stereo, choose from 
the receiver’s ds p programmes for vibrant surround sound, and 
even view your iPod photos and movies on the big screen, all 
from the comfort of your couch. 
rrp $149.00 iPod dock YDS-IOS 
RRP $899.00 RX-V5598 av receiver 
rrp $1099.00 RX-V659B av receiver 

iPod is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc., registered in the us and other countries. 




TEL 1300 739 411 
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Airplay FM Transmitter 

Upgrade to the wireless convenience of the AirPlay 2 f m 
Transmitter and never mess with the clutter of cords again! 
Simply plug AirPlay 2 into any Dock Connector iPod, excluding 
3rd generation, tune to the same frequency as your fm radio, 
and push play to hear your tunes through your stereo. The best 
selling fm transmitter on the market. Excluding 3rd generation. 
RRP $89.95 



DLO nanoTune 

The DLO nanoTune is the only iPod nano accessory you will 
ever need. Its got a powerful fm Transmitter that plays your 
nano’s music over any radio. It adds a built-in fm radio to 
the iPod nano. It boosts nano’s volume by over 25% and it’s 
also a protective case with access to the iPod nano’s controls. 
nanoTune has a 30-pin connection so you can use it with your 
existing chargers. You never have to remove your iPod nano 
from the safety of the nanoTune case. 

RRP $129.95 



MicroMemo 

High-Fidelity-Digital audio recorder for iPod with video. 
MicroMemo plugs right into your iPod’s Dock connector to 
capture memos, meetings, lectures, or any audio content 
directly into your iPod. A flexible, detachable mic captures 
audio, or you can use any other input device with a 3.5mm-plug. 
Playback is instant through the built-in speaker. MicroMemo 
has one-touch recording using iPod’s high-fidelity audio 
capability and works without batteries or cables. 
rrp $99 





DLO HomeDock Deluxe 

The DLO HomeDock Deluxe is the world’s first iPod dock that 
lets you view and select your iPod’s music on your tv screen. 
It’ll change the way you experience your iPod and your music. 
Plus the HomeDock Deluxe plays iPod videos on your tv or 
projector screen via its av connection or S-Video. Your iPod 
has never looked so good! 
rrp $299 


DLO TransPod 

The DLO TransPod is the ultimate iPod car accessory. The 
TransPod plays iPod over your car stereo, via its powerful fm 
transmitter, it charges your iPod, and it mounts iPod wherever 
you want it — no mess or clutter. And it works perfectly with 
the new video iPod and iPod nano! 

RRP $ 159.95 



Klipsch iCroove 

Klipsch iGroove is a convenient all-in-one digital music system 
that delivers audiophile-quality sound everywhere you need 
it.Providing the accuracy, detail and output you’d expect from 
Klipsch, the compact and stylish iGroove not only accepts 
and charges all dockable iPods, it also works with the Nano, 
Shuffle, a variety of m P3 players and other audio devices using 
the included dock adaptors. 

RRP $399 



Products distributed by Powermove Distribution 
Contact Powermove for your nearest stockist 


tel 03 9464 4999 ► fax 03 9464 7799 ► email sales@powermove.com.au 
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Gecko Trek for iPod 5G 

Made from high quality suede construction, the Gecko Trek is 
our biggest selling 5G case. It includes a belt clip and armband 
and features an opening flap at the bottom of the case to allow 
the easy attachment of additional iPod accessories, like an fm 
transmitter. Available in black, blue or tan suede. 

RRP $ 39.95 


Gecko 

3 in 1 sports armband for iPod nano. Includes a removable 
silicon case with the unique gecko grip. Attach it to the 
armband and take your tunes for a workout. Armband includes 
a small pocket to store your house/car key or even some money 
notes. Certainly the most versatile armband on the market. 
rrp $29.95 


Gecko Trance 

In-ear headphones for iPod or any m P3 player. Deep base 
and crisp treble bring out the best in your tunes! Includes 
two different sets of ear foam pads. Great as a spare or 
replacement headphones for iPod. 
rrp $29.95 


Gecko iPod Guards 

For iPod nano and 5G. Each pack of Gecko guards include 
2 sets of front and back peel on film to cover your iPod and 
prevent scratching. Can be used in conjunction with any iPod 
case or as stand alone protection. 
rrp $14.95 


Gecko Hi-Fi Traveller 

The ultimate portable companion for your Apple Hi-Fi sound 
system. Made from tough, durable ballistic nylon, the Gecko 
Hi-Fi traveller has pockets for all your requirements. Store 
your iPod, remote, cables and batteries. With its unique 
design you simply plug in the power, unzip the front and play 
your tunes straight out of the bag! 

RRP $ 99.95 


Gecko Glove 

Available for iPod nano or iPod 5G. Made from tough durable 
silicon the Gecko glove for iPod features the unique Gecko 
grip for non slip footing on any surface. Colors available 
include white, black or pink and priced at only $14.95 f° r nano 
and $19.95 f° r 5 G - Why would you pay more for a silicon case? 
rrp $14.95 nano $19.95 5 G 


Products distributed by Powermove Distribution TEL 03 9464 4999 ► fax 03 9464 7799 ► email sales@powermove.com.au 

Contact Powermove for your nearest stockist 
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Program Shortcut Keyboard Skin for Final Cut Pro 

• Contoured design and mould fit over and stay in place with each key; 

• Made of non-toxic top grade durable silicone rubber; 

• Provides full coverage protection and maintains a comfortable typing experience, 
non-slip feel and quiet keystrokes; 

• Keeps dirt, lint, food and other particles from getting into keyboard; 

• Helps to reduce the spread of germs and virus by reguarly wash; 

• Logo and program shortcut key printing are available; 

• Designed to fit the Apple Keyboard / Apple wireless Keyboard. 

• fashionable protection cases 
RRP $85 



• zCover cases are crafted from durable, washable and high quality silicone rubber. 

• The colors of zCover cases neither fade nor peel off, as they are blended 
prior to molding. 

• zCover protects your cherished gadget from dust, dirt and liquids. 

• It also helps to prevent scratching and reduce physical damage without 
obstructing the beauty of the gadget. 


• A Leading Producer of Silicone Protectors 

• Trend-setting Fashionable Cases 

• Excellent Protection & Fit 

• Extraordinary Durability 

• Functionality with Elegance 

• Technology with Inspiration 


tel 02 9798 3288 ► fax 02 9798 3668 ► email sales@macsense.com.au 
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TypeOn Keyboard Protector for 

Apple PowerBook G3 / Clamshell G3 / G4 / G4Ti, 
Apple MacBook Pro, MacBook & Apple new iBook. 
rrp $35 




TypeOn Keyboard Protector for 

the Apple Wireless Keyboard & Apple Keyboard. 
RRP $49 



zCover Jacket for Nintendo Came Boy Micro 

• Package includes: Removable Lanyard. 
rrp S35 



zCover CamSkin for Digital Camera 

• Formfitting Sanyo vpc-e6 series digital camera 

• Package includes: Removable Lanyard. 
rrp $39 


zCover Lounge for Sony PSP 

• Package includes: zCover Lounge crystal clear hard plastic 
face plate. 
rrp $55 



zCover gloveOne PT650 for Treo 650 

• Package includes: Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft 
Rubber Ring Pad and One Stylus. 

RRP $55 


tel 02 9798 3288 ► fax 02 9798 3668 ► email sales@macsense.com.au 
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zCover iSA 5G the Taste of Original 

• Package includes: Hard Screen Protector with Soft Rubber 
Ring Pad. 

• Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft Rubber Ring Pad 
with Ultra thin Click Wheel Protector for iPod with video. 
rrp $49 



zCover iSA micro Tough for iPod nano 

* 100% surface coverage lanyard design integrated sensitive 

- Click Wheel protector. 

- Package includes: Hard Screen Protector with Soft Rubber 
Ring Pad. 

- Removable Lanyard & Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with 
Soft Rubber Ring Pad. 

RRP $49 




zCover iSA Care Dock Adapter 

• won’t bend or damage Dock Connector. 

• don’t need to remove stylish zCover case. 

• extend zCover protection around clock. 
rrp $19 


zCover iSA Key for Apple Remote for iPod and Mac 

• Package includes: Removable Lanyard. 

• extend zCover protection around clock. 
rrp $29 



zCover iSA 5G TOUGH for iPod with video 

• Package includes: Hard Screen Protector with Soft Rubber 
Ring Pad. 

• Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft Rubber Ring Pad 

• with Ultra thin Click Wheel Protector. 

RRP $55 




Crystal Clear Hard 
Screen Protector 


Fully Removable 
Rotary Belt Clip 



Nomination 


tel 02 9798 3288 ► fax 02 9798 3668 ► email sales@macsense.com.au 
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clarion 


MAX667VD 

2 -din dvd Multimedia Station with touch panel control 

• iPod direct connection and control 

• 2-Zone entertainment: front and rear separate source control 

• Touch panel control with soil-resistant finishing 

• 3-band parametric equaliser 

• 24-bit d/a converter 

• 18 fm, 6 am station presets 

• dsp tuner with variable bandwidth 

• 4-channel x 50 watts 

• dvd±r/dvd±rw/cd-r/cd-rw ready 

• m P3/WM a compatible with 1 d 3-TAG display 

• Motorised sloping 7-inch tft colour lcd monitor 

• Adjustable display brightness 

• CeNET Control of: dvd changer, 5.i-channel decoder, tv tuner, 
6-disc cd changer 

• 6-channel rca output + 2-channel rca output for 2-Zone 

• i-channel video output for rear entertainment 

• 1 aux av input (2-channel audio + i-channel video) 

• ccd camera direct input 

• 1 Optical output 

*Also available to suit single din mount: Model Number 
VRX766VD 

RRP $2199 


2 zone entertainment 

• Offers more flexibility when it comes to mobile entertainment. 

• Owners of Clarion’s MAX667VD 8 c vrxj 66 vd get more 
front-seat listening options while rear-seat passengers can 
watch and listen to a dvd or iPod video program via wireless 
headphones. 

• Simply plug in an iPod, listen to a cd, or any CeNET-equipped 
audio source where-ever you’re seated in the vehicle. 

Enjoy virtually all digital media 

• Plays conventional cd and DVD-Video discs, most recordable 
disc media (including MP3 and wma encoded files). 

• True iPod integration that displays your full iTunes audio 
and video library (Clarion introduced on-screen iPod 
control emulation in 2005 and is the first to introduce video 
integration in 2006). 

• Easily connects to other CeNET digital sound components. 

7 -inch wide monitor with touch-panel and smart-touch 

• Beautiful graphics and clear visibility. 

• Touch panel for fingertip control of all functions. 

• Treated to prevent soiling so the screen is always clear. 

• Easy-to-understand layout and intuitive one touch control. 

• Manipulate high performance operations with the simplest 
one-touch controls. 


tel 03 8558 1115 ► fax 03 9551 0366 ► email info@clarion.com.au 
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BELKIN @ www.belkin.com/anz 


TuneBase FM 

The versatile TuneBase fm plays your iPod tunes through your 
car stereo — as it powers and charges your player. 

Compatible with all iPods 

rrp $139.95 



Protective Overlays 

These clear shields easily attach to the front and back your iPod, 
to form a layer of protection from everyday wear and tear. 
Available for nano or video 
rrp $19.95 (3pk) 



TuneFM 

Now you can use your iPod to listen to your favourite tunes 
through any fm stereo receiver. 

Also available in white and for nano 

RRP $89.95 



Listen, power and charge your iPod nano or 5G iPod in your 
car with the Belkin TuneCast Auto. 

RRP $89.95 




AV Cable for iPod 

Connect your iPod to your home entertainment system and 
experience your downloaded music, pictures and videos on 
your television. 

Compatible with 4c, sc 

rrp $29.95 



Kickstand Case for 5G iPod 

Made of fine-grain leather, the Kickstand Case integrates a 
convenient stand display so you can easily watch your videos. 
Also available in black and white 

rrp $39.95 


tel 1800 235 546 














www.cygn ett.com 





Groove Cube 


Portable MP3 Speakers 

Folds up into a neat little package so you can 
take your tunes on the go. 

Runs off 6 x AA batteries (not included) 

Includes USB charger 

Product code: CY-3-GC RRP: $49.95 


GrooveBase 

Premium iPod Audio System with Alarm Clock & Radio 

• With remote control for speaker set and iPod 

• Output power: 36 W 

Product Code: CY-A-GBA RRP: $249.95 


GrooveTime 

iPod speakers with Alarm Clock & Radio 

• Full function remote control to control the 
GrooveTime speakers and iPod 

• Powerful output with 15 W per speaker 

• Video output jack for connecting an iPod video to TV 


GrooveTraveller 
Complete Car Kit 

Car FM Transmitter + Charger + Holder for 
iPod & iPod nano 

* Plays your iPod library of Music, Audio Books 
and PodCasts through your car stereo 

• Illuminated LCD display for easy tuning at night 

Product Code: CY-A-GTL RRP: $79.95 


Groove BassBudz 

Premium in-ear earbuds 


GrooveTraveller nano 


Product codes: White - CY-A-GTI 

Black-CY-A-GT1B RRP: $169.95 


• Engineered to provide superior bass response and 
support the bass enhanced tracks released today 


Complete Car Kit for iPod nano 

• Supports FM frequencies from 88 . 1 MHz to 
107 . 9 MHz 


Product code: CY-3-MBB RRP: $49.95 


• Illuminated LCD display for easy tuning at night 

• Charges your internal iPod battery for later use 

Product Codes: Black - CY-A-NTB 

White - CY-A-NTW RRP: $79.95 


Audio 

Cygnett Products 


Available at: 



Disclaimer: Not all models available at all stores 
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By Dan Warne 

So much 
more... 

Software to show you why iPod rules 
the portable scene 


A pple’s catchy ‘rip, mix and burn’ slogan might have annoyed record companies at the 
. time, but it popularised the concept of converting music to mp 3 and experiencing the 
convenience of having the lot on your Mac or pc. 

Now that Apple is closely allied with the music industry, thanks to its iTunes Music Store, 
it has imposed some less revolutionary limitations on its iTunes software. You can only copy 
music one-way — from your computer to your iPod and there’s no way to quickly add cover 
artwork or lyrics to all the songs you’ve ripped from cd. 

The good news is that with some free or cheap software you can work around all 
these limitations. 


Rip, mix & fill 

Hot links 

www.crispsofties.com/i.i 

iPod.iTunes 

www.fadingred.org/senuti 

Senuti 

www.kennettnet.co.uk/software/podutil. 

php 

PodUtil 

www.dottunes.net 

DotTunes 

www.codewave.de/products/mytunesrss 

MyTunesRSS 

www.specere.net/artcollector.php 

Art Collector 

maximized.com/shareware/icoverart 

iCoverArt 

www.griffintechnology.com/products/ifill 

Griffin iFill 


i Fill 



RIP - copy music off an iPod. If cost is no 
object and you’re a Mac user, the easiest 
way to rip music from an iPod is a program 
called iPod.iTunes (with a name like that 

— a compound of two valuable trademarks 

— it will probably be forced to change 
name by the time you read this). It does 
two-way syncing: it copies music from your 
computer to the iPod, and simultaneously 
copies music from the iPod back to the 
Mac. The program itself can be copied onto 
the iPod and run directly from it, ensuring 
you always have the program on hand 

for syncing with another Mac. It’s pricey, 
though, atus$29*95 ($40.60). 

If you’re a Mac user on a budget, Senuti 
is the program to go for. It’s free (donations 
are accepted) and reads the iPod database 
file directly to quickly copy songs off the 
iPod with correct file naming. 

For Windows (and Mac) users another 
option is PodUtil. It’s a £10 ($25) program 
that can copy files from your iPod using 
a clever system similar to iTunes’ Smart 
Playlists. You can create a ‘rule list’ that 
selects files for copying from the iPod based 
on a rule you set such as the name of the 
artist. It beats ploughing through the details 
of thousands of songs to see if there are any 
songs on the iPod that are of interest. 

MIX - do more with your music. 

You can do a lot more with the music on 
your iPod than just listen to it. Why not 
share it with your coworkers/family or 
listen to your home music library at work 
over the internet? 

When MyTunesRSS is running on your pc or 
Mac, you can view your iTunes music library 
in a web browser. Each of your playlists has 
an rss feed, which will open in iTunes when 
you click on it. iTunes will then play the 
tracks just like an internet radio station. 

The best thing about MyTunesRSS is that 
it’s completely free. 


FILL - complete your iTunes library. 

There’s also more to music than just the 
music: album cover art and lyrics, and of 
course there’s the fact that the iPod doesn’t 
have a radio tuner. 

For Mac, Art Collector adds artwork to 
music you’ve ripped from cd. It can then be 
displayed on your iPod’s screen while the 
music is playing, and in the iTunes album art 
panel. It uses Amazon.corn’s library of cd 
artwork. On pc, iCoverArt ($uss, $6.78) 
does a similar thing: while a song is playing, 
it shows the artwork and allows you to copy 
it to all the relevant songs. 

To work around the lack of radio tuner, 
especially on iPod models that don’t have 
a radio tuner accessory available, you can 
now save Internet radio streams to your 
iPod. Griffin iFill is an excellent $us2o 
($27.11) program that will do it. As they put 
it: “iFill ‘er up! With iFill, you can go to bed 
while charging your iPod, and wake up to an 
iPod full of new music, ready to go jogging 
with you.” 

iFill is available for both Windows and 
Mac and it can save multiple Internet radio 
streams at once — up to the limit of your 
internet connection speed. 


MyTunesRSS 


Codewave MyTunesRSS v2.0.1 


L m 

1 SMS Tiny Coog SITE* Goog * Submit* Mail WPCS 

MYP CM ANZ 















Midnight Oil - 20000 Watt RS.L 

□ 3 




7 - Blue Sky Mine 

□ □ 




John Farnham - 80a Hits 

□ 3 




You're the voice 

□ □ 




David Bridle • Act Of Free Choice 

□ 3 




1 - The Koran. The Ghan And A Yam 

□ 3 




Icehouse - Flowers 

□ □ 




1 • Icehouse 

□ 3 



Icehouse - Man Of Colours 

□ 3 



2 - Electric Blue 

□ 3 



Redgum - Non-Whitburn 

□ 3 



I Was Only 19 

□ 3 



Icehouse - Primitive Man (Remaster) 

□ 3 

c 


1 - Great Southern Land 

□ 3 

T 
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Dual-boot your iPod 

Hot links 

ipodlinux.org 

iPod Linux 

ipodlinuxinstl.sourceforge.net 

iPod Linux installer for Mac (iPodLinuxInstl) 

ipodlinux.org/lnstaller _2 

iPod Linux installer for Windows/Linux 

(Installer 2) 

www.rockbox.org/twiki/bin/view/Main/ 

I pod Port 

Rockbox 

encyclopodia.sourceforge.net/en/index.html 

Encyclopodia 


iPodLinux Recording 



iPodLinux Pacman 



Apple has done a great job with the iPod’s 
inbuilt software, but there have been 
some areas where enthusiasts have been 
disappointed. 

Why, for example, did Apple peg the 
recording quality when using an accessory 
microphone at such a low quality? And why 
is there such a limited selection of relatively 
boring games, when even basic mobile 
phones now include pretty decent games? 
And why didn’t Apple support more audio 
formats in the iPod than just aac and Mp3? 

The open-source community has come to 
the rescue and worked out how to get non- 
Apple software running on the iPod. 

Currently, only first, second and third 
generation iPods have official support from 
the iPodLinux project. However, owners 
of newer models have reported success, 
and there are breakaway versions of the 
software that take advantage of colour 
graphics and are designed to run on newer 
iPods like the fifth generation video iPod 
and the iPod Nano. 

A non-Linux competitor called Rockbox 
runs on all the newer iPods and provides 
some different features (see #2 in our 
list below). 

When you install iPodLinux on your iPod, 
you don’t have to do away with Apple’s 
software. A utility called Podzilla lets 
you dual-boot between the two systems. 
Furthermore, as long as you are installing 
on a supported iPod, the installation 
process is “non-destructive” — that is, 
it won’t alter your music library or iPod 
settings in any way. 

Top 5 reasons to run Linux on your iPod 

1. Put an encyclopedia in your pocket. 
One of the world’s most popular websites 
is Wikipedia, where anyone can create 
and edit existing encyclopedia entries. 
Wikipedia now comes in a version that can 
be loaded onto your iPod. The software, 
called Encyclopodia, can be installed from 
Windows, Linux or Mac os x. 

2 . Play more music formats. iPodLinux 
doesn’t support ogg playback, but a 
competitor, RockBox does. Install it on your 
iPod (it only works on fourth generation 
and newer iPods, all nanos) and you can 
play Mp3, Ogg Vorbis, AC3, aac, Musepack, 
Midi, aiff, alac, flac, Shorten, wav, and 
Wavpack formats — and it does it without 
the momentary gaps between tracks that 


the iPod inserts. It’s perfect for listening to 
music mixes that are multi-track but are 
intended to be played non-stop. 

3 . Play better games. Given that the games 
in the iPod were just hidden easter eggs 
from the software developers that were later 
unhidden and made ‘official’ by Apple, it’s 
no surprise that they’re not great. iPodLinux 
comes with a raft of new games including 
Doom, Connect 4, Chopper, To Hell and 
Back, KabooM! Pong, Snake and many more. 

But ports of the mame arcade machine 
emulator (iPod mame), a Nintendo emulator 
(iNEs) and a Gameboy emulator (iBoy) 
mean that there’s now a huge number of 
classic arcade games to play on your iPod. 

4 . Unlock CD-quality recording 
capabilities. In fact, it’s better than cd 
quality. Using iPodLinux and an iPod that’s 
capable of recording such as third, fourth 
generation as well as iPod Photo, you can 
record at 8, 32, 44.1 (cd quality), 88.1 
and 96KHZ sampling rates. You can also 
use a high quality external microphone 
with the third-gen iPod as it can record 
through the headphone port in line-in 
mode. Unfortunately, fifth generation, nano 
and Shuffle don’t support recording. And 
iPodLinux doesn’t support iPod-specific 
microphones like the iTalk. 

5 . Play video on an iPod Photo. If you have 
an iPod Photo — the version that came out 
before the video-capable fifth-gen iPod, you 
might feel cheated that you can’t play video 
too. iPod Linux has a video player that can 
do it on the iPod Photo. Admittedly, it’s far 
from perfect or convenient, which is why it’s 
at the bottom of our list. You have to pre¬ 
convert videos to a special format and you 
can’t fast-forward or rewind when watching 
a video or it loses audio sync. But if you 
work within the narrow usage parameters, 
it works ok. 


iPodLinux Encyclopodia 


ebook library S) 

Dutchll iPod is a 

I English Wikipedia S 

brand of portable 
digital media player 
designed and 
marketed bv Apple 

Italian Wikipedia 

Deutsche Wikipedia 

ComDuter. Devices in 

the iPod family 
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Pack your iPod 
with useful info 


Hot links 

www.kainjow.com/life 2 go 

Life2Go 

www.purpleghost.com/ProductDetail 

.aspx?productid=9 

iPodSoft iGadget 



Life2Go 


Hitcthiker’s guide 
to the galaxy 

Hot links 

isubwaymaps.com 

iSubwaymaps 

ipod.wcities.com 

iPod City Guides 

www.talkingpanda.com/ilingo.php 

Talking Panda iLingo 


iSubwaymaps 



Although Apple has never painted the iPod 
as a pda competitor (largely because it 
lacks a practical data entry method), it has 
gradually added PDA-like features to meet 
user demand. 

There’s a calendar, contacts list and notes. 
It’s the latter function, notes, which allows 
a lot of useful info to be crammed onto your 
iPod if you have the right software. 

Life2Go (previously Pod2Go), available 
for both Windows and Mac, is a $ us 12.99 
($17.62) program with a 15 day free trial, 
that can put the following on your iPod each 
time you sync it: 

Life2Go for Mac. News from any site with 
an rss feed, contacts from Address Book, 
iCal appointments, emails from Apple Mail, 
bookmarks from Safari, Stickies, lyrics 
for songs in your library (downloaded 
automatically for songs you select), and it 
can backup files from your Mac’s hard-drive. 

When Douglas Adams wrote about the 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy in his novel 
of the same name he probably had no idea 
the future was so close. Perhaps your iPod 
isn’t quite yet big enough to hold all the 
knowledge in the galaxy, but it can pack some 
very handy tools for travellers nonetheless. 

Train maps. You’ll never need to try to read 
between the graffiti on a windswept train 
platform again once you’ve put subway 
maps on your iPod (models with a colour 
screen only, unfortunately). They’re free 
downloads from iSubwaymaps.com for 
Melbourne, Berlin, Bilbao (Spain), Boston, 
Chicago, Hong Kong, London, Los Angeles, 
Lyons, Milan, Montreal, New York, Paris, 
Philadelphia, Salt Lake City, San Diego, 

San Francisco, Seoul, Singapore, Tokyo, 
Toronto, Vancouver and Washington dc. 
Other Australian states are just waiting for 
an iPod-toting commuter to convert the local 
maps into iPod compatible jpeg images and 
upload them to the site. 

City guides: Why rely on the ad-laden 
tourist magazine hotels leave in rooms, or 
your five-year-out-of-date Lonely Planet 
guide? You can download guides to 300 
cities from ipod.wcities.com, covering 
clubs, hotels, restaurants, attractions, 
upcoming events and even movie 
showtimes in each of the cities. The info is 
up-to-date because Wcities is a supplier of 


It also has features that are relevant only to 
American users: weather, movies, stocks, 
petrol prices, and driving directions (it is 
supposed to support Australia via Whereis. 
com.au but this function didn’t work when 
we tested it.) 

Life2Go for Windows. There are fewer 
options: news and file backups only. It can’t 
yet sync calendar, email or contacts. For 
Windows users, a better option is iPodSoft 
iGadget (previously PodPlus then iPod 
Agent) is a better option. 

For$usi5 ($20.33), iGadget can sync 
Outlookxp or 2003 contacts, email, 
appointments, tasks and notes. It can also 
sync rss news feeds and horoscopes. It has 
weather, movie times and driving directions, 
but once again, only for uk or American 
users. It also doubles as an iPod ripper: that 
is, it can copy songs from an iPod to a pc, 
which Apple iTunes doesn’t let you do. 

this information to mobile operators and 
other content providers. 

Language translators. There’s no need to 
lug around a phrase guide any more. Talking 
Panda has cleverly taken advantage of the 
iPod Notes function’s ability to link to audio 
files and built a language translation system 
for iPod. Available in ten languages, you 
simply look up the category (in English) 
on your iPod screen: greeting, shopping, 
emergency, directions and so on, and then 
find the phrase you need (in English). It’ll 
then display the foreign text on screen 
as well as giving you an audio clip of a 
native speaker saying it. It’s $us49-95 
($67.70) for the Euro language pack 
(includes French, German, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Russian) or $39.95 ($54.15) 
for Asian languages: Cantonese, Mandarin 


Chinese, Korean, Japanese 

Talking Panda iLingo 


Making Friends (* 


English: Very well, thank 

you 

Spanish: Muy bien, gracias 

Click To Listen 

1 
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How to get movies 
onto your iPod 

Hot links 

handbrake.mok.org 

Instant Handbrake 

www.isquint.org 

iSquint 

handbrake.mok.org/forum/viewtopic. 

php?t=5 

Handbrake for Windows 

www.videora.com/en-us/Converter/iPod 

Videora iPod Converter 


Videora 



Presentations 
with your iPod 

Hotlinks 

www.zapptek.com 

iPresentlt 

www.ambrosiasw.com/utilities/snapzprox 

SnapzPro X2 

0 0 O 1 Present It 



The fifth generation iPod with video 
playback is a godsend for bus trips and 
airport gate lounges. But, while Apple has 
made it quite easy to convert home videos 
into iPod format using iTunes, it hasn’t 
delivered what most people want: DVD-to- 
iPod conversion, or conversion of videos in 
popular internet formats like DivX/XviD. 

There are legal reasons behind these 
limitations of iTunes: dvds are copy¬ 
protected and designed not to be ripped 
to other formats. In fact, ripping a dvd 
for conversion to iPod is distinctly illegal 
despite proposed changes to copyright laws 
that would allow for “format shifting”. 

Nonetheless, there are many tools to do it, 
and they’re easy to find. 

Convert your movies on Mac. Extracting 
a movie from a dvd that has copy¬ 
protection applied to it can be done easily 
with Instant Handbrake — a simplified 
version of the powerful open-source dvd 
decrypter Handbrake. 

It comes with presets for iPod, so all you 
have to do is select which of the ‘titles’ from 
the dvd to extract — and the feature film 
is usually self evident by its length (also, 
Instant Handbrake automatically selects 
the longest titles with the expectation that 
they’ll be what you want). 

Extracting the dvd and compressing it 
for iPod is quite a time consuming process 
— it can take hours to do — so you might 
want to leave a dvd extracting overnight. 
Once it has been converted, you can 

The iPod Photo and fifth generation with 
video can output to a tv, which means rather 
than lugging your laptop to a presentation, 
you can just use your iPod. There’s also the 
added bonus that an iPod is less likely to 
crash mid-presentation than your notebook. 

For both Windows and Mac, iPresentlt 
($usi7.95, $24.33) can automatically 
convert your PowerPoint, pdf and 
Keynote (Mac only) presentations to photo 
slideshows that you can step through slide- 
by-slide on the iPod. Of course, it’s also 
possible to do it yourself manually by using 
the export function of each program (easier 
in PowerPoint and Keynote than in Adobe 
Reader) and then syncing the photos to your 
iPod using iTunes. 

Putting a presentation with animation 
on an iPod is also possible as a video, but 


simply add the file to your iTunes library 
for copying to your iPod next time it 
is docked. 

Converting videos downloaded from 
the Internet couldn’t be easier than with 
iSquint. It’s many times faster than Apple’s 
own conversion in iTunes or QuickTime Pro 
and supports virtually all common formats. 
All you have to do is drag the videos you 
want to convert on to iSquint and click start. 
It converts at roughly real-time (e.g. a 60 
min video will convert in 60 mins). 

Convert your movies on PC. On pc, 

software for video conversion is slightly 
less mature than on Mac. Your best bet for 
ripping dvds to your hard drive for iPod 
conversion is the dvd Decrypter software, 
however it can be hard to find because it’s 
illegal and therefore doesn’t have an official 
homepage. D00m9.0rg is a good place to 
start looking. 

A beta version of Handbrake for Windows 
provides conversion of ripped dvds to 
iPod-compatible videos. Unfortunately it is 
reasonably complicated to configure, but 
for a full tutorial, check out http://ilounge. 
com/index.php/articles/more/Ci25 
— Video-to-iPod conversion for Windows 
pcs, parts 1, 2 and 3. 

Another option for converting ripped dvds 
or Internet-downloaded videos is Videora 
iPod Converter. It’s free, but some users 
have reported that they’ve been unable to 
succesfully complete conversions from some 
video formats. 


it’s a costly exercise: SnapzPro X2 for Mac 
($us69, $93.53) can record a presentation 
directly into iPod video format, while 
Camtasia for Windows ($us299, $405.31) 
records into Quicktime format that can be 
converted to iPod video format in iTunes. ■ 

iPresentlt 


Control 

• We have objects 
responsible for 

• running the output 

• reading I He 
feedback 

• obtaining 
operations 

• How do they fit 
together? 



iPresentlt 
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BUYERS GUIDE SPEAKERS 


By Dan Frakes e[ Seamus Byrne 

Ten of the best: 
Speakers 

O ne of the many stand out qualities of 
the iPod is its solid audio performance, 
which is only truly tested by quality 
speakers. With so many great upgrades 
available, it’s time to throw away those 
average earbuds and get down with some of 
these fabulous output options. 


Altec Lansing iM7. Altec Lansing’s inMotion 
\My is a portable, battery-powered system 
that definitely won’t fit in your suitcase, but 
promises to provide bigger and better sound 
than other portable systems. 

At well over a foot long and weighing 
nearly 5kg (including batteries and an iPod), 
the iM7 dwarfs the more travel-friendly 
iM3. And whereas the iM3’s design is fairly 
utilitarian, the iM7 is visually stunning. 

On the front of the unit, hidden behind 
the grill, are four speaker drivers, but the 
iM7 also takes advantage of its tube shape 
to provide a 4" woofer, located on the right 
end, which allows the system to provide 
more bass than you would expect. 

The iM7’s cradle works with any dock- 
connector iPod. However, unlike the cradle 
on most portable iPod systems, which is 
either a simple dock-connector platform or a 
slip-in slot, the iM/s cradle is more like the 
door of a cassette deck (remember those?). 
The front of the cradle is open to allow 
access to the iPod’s screen and Click Wheel. 

The iM7 includes an infrared remote 
control, providing buttons for power, 
volume up/down, track forward/back, 
and play/pause. Unlike other remotes, it 
also includes increase/decrease buttons for 
treble and bass. 

There is plenty of a/v connectivity here 
too, with auxiliary input and output jacks, 
as well as video output. 

Overall, the iM7 offers excellent sound for 
a portable iPod speaker system — possibly 
the best we’ve heard, and also the loudest, 
comfortably filling a good sized room with 
good quality sound. 

This isn’t the most portable of portables, 
but if you’re willing to sacrifice size in favour 
of quality and power, the iM7 is clearly one 
the best around. And its looks make it a 
real head turner too. The Altec Lansing iM7 
retails for $399. www.alteclansing.com 


Klipsch iFi. Portable and desktop iPod- 
specific stereo systems rarely sound as 
good as full-size speaker. At least, that was 
the case until Klipsch’s iFi speaker system 
arrived. The first full-size, sub and sat audio 
system for iPod, complete with dock cradle. 

The iFi is comprised of four main pieces, 
all silver/gray in color: a subwoofer, two 
satellite speakers, and a control dock. 

The speakers are all top quality, taken 
from Klipsch’s general speaker range and 
featuring their ‘Cerametallic’ materials. The 
speakers have integrated stands, as well as 
joints that allow for wall mounting, so you 
can really take this unit as your number one 
audio system if you wanted to go that way. 

When your iPod (any docking model) is 
in the control dock, it provides a line-level 
audio signal to the iFi, and the iFi returns 
the favor by charging the iPod. The control 
dock gives control of volume, subwoofer 
setting, and mute/standby, all helped by a 
good ‘Light Bar’ indicator light strip to make 
level settings clear even from across the 
room. All this and an RF remote that can be 
used from another room if need be. 

At $599.95, the iFi is significantly more 
expensive than other iPod speaker systems 
on the market; but then none of these other 
systems are billed as an ‘audiophile-quality’ 
home audio system, as Klipsch is doing with 
the iFi. When tested with the use of lossless 
compressed songs to really push its quality 
limits, the sound backs up the maker’s 
claims. No doubt serious ‘audiophiles’ 
wouldn’t really use an iPod as their home 
audio source, but there is just nothing else 
that comes close to what this unit puts out. 

Klipsch has been in the loudspeaker 
business for nearly 60 years and has a 
reputation for producing quality home audio 
speakers. For a home stereo setting, the iFi is 
the best sounding iPod speaker system we’ve 
heard, completely comparable to many 
home stereo systems, www.klipsch.com 



If you like the Klipsch vibe but you want 
something more compact and a few 
dollars less, check out their iGroove, 
which comes in at $399.95. 
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JBLOn Stage II 


Kensington SX 2000. The nxt surface 
sound technology is an interesting beast, 
allowing for some interesting new ways of 
generation good sound from flat surfaces. It 
has so far been used in flat panel televisions, 
tdk’s dramatic clear plastic micro stereo 
system, and here in Kensington’s minimalist 
sx 2000 iPod speaker unit. 

The frequency response is remarkable 
for such a small unit, thanks to the nxt 
technology. It might not keep happy those 
who lust for perfect sound, but it certainly 
does a better job on most tonal ranges than 
many units of a similar size. Volume can also 
be pushed up to greater levels than many 
small speaker systems, which will distort 
quickly. Here the sound stays distortion free 
much longer, nxt speakers also give great 
sound from front or back, so you can service 
the whole room from anywhere, not just 
shooting out from up against a wall. 

The system is very simple, with the flat 
speaker accompanied by an extended base 
on one side that accommodates a Universal 
Dock, offering support for the full range 
of dock connecting iPods. The dock is just 
for plugging into the speaker system — no 
extension available to let it act as your 
sync dock — but it will do the job as far as 
charging up your iPod is concerned. You 
can also plug in auxiliary audio sources to 
pump out sound from other players or a 
computer system. 

This is an excellent unit for kicking out 
some tunes in an office, study or young 
adult bedroom. And at a very nice retail 
price of $190, it’s quite the winner on the 
price versus performance scale. 
www. kensington. com 



JBL On Stage II w/RF remote. When we 
saw the original On Stage, jbl’s diminutive, 
donut-shaped speaker system for the iPod, 
hit the market back in 2004, we were 
impressed by the attractive design, spacious 
sound, and treble response. Our biggest 
criticisms were a lack of bass response and 
the omission of a wireless remote control, 
especially when compared to other systems 
in the same price range. 

Th docking slot on the On Stage 11 
provides compatibility with all dockable 
iPods — you simply slide your iPod in and 
press play. Dock slot adapters for each iPod 
size, including the iPod mini, are supplied. 
Quite thoughtfully, jbl’s adapters feature 
soft rubber “bumpers” to protect your iPod 
from scratches. Your iPod is also charged 
while seated in the unit. 

Additional connectivity includes an 
auxiliary input minijack (for connecting 
another audio source) and a port for Apple’s 
dock connector cable; when the latter is 
connected, the On Stage 11 acts like Apple’s 
own dock base — you can sync your iPod 
with your computer while using the unit. 
The On Stage 11 also uses unique, touch- 
sensitive volume control buttons. Lightly 
touching the up or down button changes the 
volume, while touching them both at the 
same time mutes the system. 

The On Stage 11 doesn’t improve on its 
predecessor’s bass response, but it does 
better the original On Stage by including a 
wireless remote. In fact, jbl has integrated 
Griffin Technology’s popular AirClick 
remote into the On Stage 11. 

The On Stage version of the AirClick is 
identical to the Griffin version. It isn’t the 
best remote controller around, but it is a 
very welcome addition to an already solid 
On Stage system. 

If you’re in the market for a small iPod 
speaker system for a desk, bedroom, 
or kitchen, and you don’t need battery- 
powered portability or booming bass, jbl’s 
On Stage 11 offers open, detailed sound in a 
stylish package, retailing for $284.95. 
www.jbl.com 
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Bose SoundDock. The Bose SoundDock has 
been on the market quite a while now, but it 
still holds a benchmark position that many 
other iPod speaker units continue to aspire 
to. Simple, elegant, and exquisite audio that 
blends into any environment. How do you 
top what delivers a near perfect answer to 
the question? 

The sound produced by the SoundDock is 
well rounded and enjoyable. Its bigger than 
average size for this kind of desk sitting unit 
allows it to use larger speaker drivers, which 
provide a fuller sound. The SoundDock also 
has more presence than many other similar 
systems, with the ability to easily fill a 
decent sized room with music. 

It lacks a true docking connection for 
using it as your syncing cradle, and it doesn’t 
offer auxiliary inputs like many others, and 
in that sense it is starting to show some age. 
But it is still hard to pass by for sheer quality 
of audio reproduction. 

It is a little more expensive than most, but 
its uncluttered elegance and ease of use make 
it an appealing offering for those willing to 
plunk down the change. If you’re using the 
SoundDock in the types of environments 
for which it’s intended — on a desk, or in 
a bedroom, office, or kitchen — you’ll be 
rewarded with good sound in an eye-catching 
package. Retail pricing lists at $499, but it 
has been spotted for less than $450. 
www.bose.com.au 



Cygnett GrooveTime. You aren’t truly in 
love with your iPod until it becomes the last 
thing you hear at night and the first thing 
you hear in the morning. But now there are 
a number of iPod docking alarm clocks on 
the market, and Cygnett’s GrooveTime is a 
slick looking option amongst this growing 
speaker system market. 

All the features you’d expect from an 
alarm clock are here. The clock and am/fm 
tuning details are displayed through an 
on-board led display, complete with subtle 
backlight for the darker hours. Your iPod 
video or nano then docks into the middle 
of the unit, surround by the stereo speaker 
system. The GrooveTime also includes a 
remote control, so it doesn’t have to be right 
by the bedside. And for video buffs, you can 
even jack the unit into a nearby tv. 

White and black options are available to 
best suit your iPod. The Cygnett GrooveTime 
retails for $169.95. www.cygnett.com 

For jbl’s take on the alarm clock iPod 
speaker unit, the jbl On Time, check out 
its full review later in the magazine. 



Gear 4 PocketParty. Few iPod speakers get 
smaller than the PocketParty range from 
Gear4. They may not deliver the best sound 
you have ever heard, but they do live up 
to their name, letting you carry speakers 
in your pocket that will have you getting a 
party started anywhere, anytime. 

The PocketParty name is reserved for the 
smallest of iPods, with models available 
for both the nano and the shuffle. For the 
nano, this micro speaker system attaches to 
the dock connector port on the base of the 
iPod, and an included stand lets the whole 
thing stand up on its own. What amounts to 
a small tube with speakers facing out either 
end is what delivers the music, which will 
run for up to 10 hours on a single AA battery. 
The shuffle edition is a very smart piece of 
design, with the shuffle laying flat against 
the speaker unit, docking into a USB port 
that makes the whole thing look like one 
sleek, simple rectangular speaker box of 
miniature proportions. This can all be hung 
from a lanyard and again, a single AA will 
provide 10 hours of speaker action. 

On top of these, there is the Micro Speaker 
System which operates on the same basis as 
the nano PocketParty, without the ability to 
clip on a stand. 

The PocketParty range of speakers for 
nano, shuffle and iPod all retail for $49.95. 
www.gear 4 .com 
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Perfect sound 
when on the move 

Isolating earphones (aka in-ear monitors) 
have become the choice option for all 
audiophiles on the go, and with good 
reason. Even a relatively cheap set of 
in-ear phones will give better noise 
cancellation than expensive over the ear 
cans, and when you hear a good set of 
isolating earphones there is just no going 
back. Here are two of the best around. 


Logitech mm32. The mm32 is Logitech 
latest addition to their iPod speaker 
offerings, sitting firmly in the middle of the 
Logitech range of options. Taking a stylish 
cylindrical shape with a central docking 
cradle, the extremely compact unit can be 
easily taken anywhere to let you share the 
love all around. 

The dock is suitable for all dockable iPods, 
plus offers support for the shuffle or other 
Mp3 players via auxiliary audio jack input. 
Such players can also be sat into the docking 
space, as the dock uses a pass through space 


Shure E4C isolating earphones. Think of 
them as the set for the budget conscious 
audiophile — you want the absolute 
best, but you’ll accept something ever so 
slightly removed from true perfection. The 
E5C is the more venerated sibling here, 
but at S799 they are a little further into 
‘break the bank’ territory than the E4C. 

Quite simply, these earphones are 
very comfortable and offer studio quality 
sound wherever you go. These phones 
will make it worth your while encoding 
your MP3S in 192kbps and better bitrates, 
because you are hearing so many more 
layers in your music. That said, these are 
also not the kind of thing you should use 
walking down a busy street, as the cut out 
is amazing and you could well end up as 
a pedestrian casualty (alternately, turn the 
volume down low so you don’t completely 
block the world out). But they are perfect 
for a noisy commute or a long haul flight, 
when you can leave them in without any 
growing discomfort. 

The phones are also packaged with 
many different earphone attachments to 
help you get the perfect fit, as well as over 
the ear clips should you find they need a 
little help staying in place. 

The E4C earphones retail for $439, and 
if you truly love your music you will be 
happy with the investment. 
www.shure.com 



to let the cables stay out of the way. Docked 
iPods will also be charged when the unit 
is attached to mains power, and when on 
the road the mm3 2 can be powered by 4 a a 
batteries for up to 10 hours of playback. 

A simple nylon carry case protects the 
unit when on the road, which can easily be 
dropped into most any carrybag. 

A very nice option in the ultra compact 
space, the mm32 retails for $149. 
www. Logitech, com 


Ultimate ears UE-10 Pro. If you are going 
to drop really big dollars, why not make 
the investment of a lifetime and get 
custom in-ear monitors, created for 
you alone to give you a perfect audio 
experience. Designed for professional 
use, there is no reason these beauties 
can’t be used every day with your iPod 
— and if you are paying this kind of 
cash, why would you want to ever 
remove them? 

This is no off the shelf process. 

You will need to visit a hearing care 
professional to get ear impressions 
made, which will cost around $100 
or more. Once made, you ship these 
impressions to Ultimate ears who then 
craft your personal monitors. 

As part of your order you choose the 
colour of both the monitors and the 
cord to your own taste from 13 available 
options, as well as either 46"or 64" cable 
length. Plus you give them a name to put 
on your personalised metallic case. 

All this leads to a final unit price of 
US$900 plus shipping and gst. 
www.ultimateears.com 
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By Dan Frakes, Seamus Byrne 
flf Jim Dalrymple 

Ten of the best: 
Car Audio 

• pods and cars have been getting very 
1 chummy in recent years. Here’s a guide 
to some of the smartest, slickest and, quite 
simply, the best of the kit for bringing 
your car and your iPod together in a more 
fulfilling relationship. 



Alpine iPod range. Alpine offers a number 
of units in their car entertainment range 
with perfectly simple iPod support. In fact, 
Alpine’s KCA-42oi was reputedly the first 
interface adapter to offer full iPod docking 
support, hitting the market back in 2004. 
This was a somewhat unwieldy solution, 
requiring a unit installed under a seat, in the 
boot or under the dash. These latest systems 
do the job with just one cable. 

The fact these units now have iPod 
control through the head unit is more like 
a sideshow compared to the massive set of 
entertainment features included in these 
head units. Two quick examples should help 
show just how good these entertainment 
systems are. 

The DVA-9861E is a dvd head unit that 
does not come standard with a screen for 
dvd playback. You can, however, load up 
a dvd with audio, even Mp3 and wma, for 
some very lengthy listening sessions — if 
you’re not using it with your iPod, that is. 

A remote control is also included, and for 
best safety practice an Alpine steering wheel 
remote is also supported. This is a nice 
option if you think you want to add screens 
for dvd playback at a later date. You will 
need to buy the Alpine KCE-422i iPod dock 
connector cable to plug in with. 

The CDE-9852i is a more simple cd player 
option, which includes the cable you need 
to hook up your iPod to the system. Apart 
from that, this is a very simple system with 
support for cds full of MP3 and/or wma 
files, along with ID3-TAG support. If fm and 
cassette integration just doesn’t cut it for 
you, but you don’t want to spend a fortune 
on direct integration, this is a very good 
happy medium between price and features. 
The DVA-9861E sells for $899 and the cde- 
98521 for $399. 
www.alpine.com.au 



Clarion iPod range. Clarion now have a 
dozen car entertainment units in their range 
that support iPod integration, so even if you 
are in the market for a car stereo upgrade 
you can probably find one in this range that 
will suit your budget and let you hook up 
easily with any dock connecting iPod. 

The flagships of the moment are the 
MAX667VD and the VRX667VD. Both give 
you complete control of the iPod through 
their on-board interface, which in both 
cases is a 7" touch panel lcd screen, which 
can also play dvd video as well as video 
from an iPod video. These screens are 
motorised, automatically sliding back 
into the console when not in use (and 
away from prying eyes when you are not 
around). A tv tuner is even available for a 
truly complete experience. 

Both models also feature 5.1 channel 
surround sound, two zone entertainment 
for running different audio and/or video 
sources in front and back (and support for 
wireless headphones for use in the rear), 
plus a lot more — all very much for those 
who take their car entertainment seriously. 
MP3/WMA support on many writeable disc 
formats is good, with ID3-TAG data used to 
display track information. 

In terms of difference, the max is a 2-din 
model, taking up the whole double space in 
the dash, the vrx offers much of the same 
entertainment value in the 1 -din body. The 
max does offer a number of enhancements, 
with a more intuitive iPod on-screen 
interface most notable for our interests. This 
is the best iPod management direct from the 
head unit that we’ve seen. 

For those on a tighter budget, and maybe 
even some portable music that isn’t quite so 
iPod, the DB566USB allows you to hook up 
any usb storage device and playback any 
MP3S on board. This includes using an iPod, 
but only with music stored on the storage 
portion, rather than via the actual music 
playing system. Not perfect, but certainly 
another good unit that can still moonlight 
with non-standard devices. 

max and vrx models are top of the line 
and are priced from $2,199. The DB566USB 
comes in at less pricey $349. Check out 
more details on max and other models at 
www. clarionhmi. com.au 
www.clarion.com/au 
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Direct from 
the showroom 

After market solutions are nice, but 
nothing quite compares to plugging in 
your iPod as you drive your brand new 
car off the showroom floor. Initially, 

Apple had one ally in bmw, but now 
there is quite the list of cars offering iPod 
integration, and an even bigger list of 
manufacturers getting ready to introduce 
this support to Australia. 

Audi: A3, A4, Allroad 
BMW: Z4,X3,X5 

Mercedes-Benz: C-Class, R-Class, CLK, 

CLS, E-Class, SLK, M-Class 
Mini: Cooper, Cooper S 
Scion: ZA,XB,TC 

Volvo: S40, S60, S80, V50, V70, XC70, XC90 



Plus we have quite the ‘coming soon’ 
list. Most of these makers have models 
overseas with iPod features, so it’s just 
a matter of rolling it across to the local 
production cycle. Where they already have 
models available, I’ve listed which specific 
models they are. They won’t always 
directly compare to local models, but 
you’ll get an idea of where you can expect 
to see iPod landing soon. 

Acura: MDX, RL, TL 

Chrysler: Pacifica, Sebring, Town & Country 

Ferrari: Models TBA 

Honda: Accord, Civic, CR-V, Element, 

Odyssey, Pilot, Ridgeline, S2000 

Infiniti: Models TBA 

Jaguar: X-Type, S-Type, XJ, XK 

Jeep: Liberty, Wrangler 

Nissan: Frontier, Pathfinder, Quest, Xterra 

Suzuki: Aerio SX, Grand Vitara 

Volkswagen: Beetle, Jetta, Golf, GTI, 

Passat, Touareg 

All details from Apple Australia and 
USA websites. 



Harmon Kardon Drive+Play. For a system 
that isn’t directly a part of the car stereo 
system, the Harmon Kardon Drive+Play is 
the best car interface we have seen. 

Plug the Drive+Play’s dock connector 
cable into your dockable iPod, and your 
iPod’s interface appears on the Drive+Play’s 
five-line, backlit lcd display — you have full 
access to all playlists, artists, albums, and 
songs via a five-button, rotating controller 
that mimics the iPod’s own Click Wheel. 

The Drive+Play connects directly to any 
car stereo with an auxiliary input jack using 
a standard audio cable, or to most stereos 
with a cd changer connecter via an optional 
third-party adapter. Plus, the system also has 
a built-in fm transmitter for those who want 
the screen and controller but would rather 
avoid a more complex installation. And, of 
course, it charges your iPod while connected. 

When it comes to ease of use, the 
Drive+Play easily beats most other in-car 
solutions. A small screen mounted on your 
dashboard gives you the familiar iPod 
interface to navigate through your music. 
The included click wheel knob (which you 
also have to mount — preferably somewhere 
comfortable for you to reach) mimics 
the functions of the iPod click wheel for 
navigating the device. 

Scrolling through a large amount of songs 
is very smooth and quick. I have about 
4,500 songs on the iPod I tested, and I was 
able to scroll through songs, artists, and 
genres, quickly jumping between the lists. 
The Drive+Play was able to keep up with 
me the whole time. Of course, if you are 
scrolling through that many songs, finding 
one at the end of the alphabet will still take 
some time. 

When directly connected to the car stereo 
head unit, the Drive+Play performed 
remarkably well. Tested against cds, there 
was a slight difference in sound quality, but 
it was just that — slight. Basically, the sound 
quality from your iPod is likely to be limited 
by the quality of the music files on it and by 
your car’s stereo, not the Drive+Play. 

Pricing comes in at $299.95, plus it 
requires professional installation which you 
can expect to run at around $150 to $200. 
www. harmankardon. com 
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Kensington Digital FM Transmitter/Auto 
Charger. Kensington’s generically named 
Digital fm Transmitter/Auto Charger 
for iPod is a rare gem in the iPod fm 
transmission category. Compatible with all 
dockable iPods, the fm Transmitter/Auto 
Charger does what its name suggests: It both 
transmits your iPod’s audio and charges it 
via your car’s accessory (“cigarette lighter”) 
jack. But it does so much better than most 
competing products. 

The unit’s transmitter is built into the 
body of the car adapter and provides a 
backlit lcd display that allows you to 
choose the fm frequency over which you 
wish to broadcast — from 88.1 to 107.9. 
You also get three programmable station 
presets, which are very handy if you have 
to switch between two or three stations due 
to a crowded fm band. 

It also sounds great as far as fm 
transmitters go. In testing, the Kensington 
transmitter offered better sound quality 
than every transmitter we’ve tested except 
Sonnet’s PodFreq, and it was a toss-up 
between those two. 

On the power side, the Kensington unit 
properly charged our dock-connector iPods. 
The charger also includes a safety fuse to 
protect your iPod from power surges. It also 
automatically turns off if it does not receive 
an audio signal for 60 seconds. 

The only real drawbacks to the Kensington 
Digital fm Transmitter/Auto Charger 
is it doesn’t provide a stand. But with 
a recommended price of $109.95, you 
could buy Griffin Technology’s excellent 
$19.95 iSqueez (see our review later in 
the magazine) and still come out ahead 
compared to the various transmitter/ 
charger/stand packages — and get better 
performance to boot. Highly recommended. 



Griffin Technology Powerjolt (2006 
edition). An update to an already good value 
car charger that improves how it works and 
drops the price. The PowerJolt’s adapter 

— noticeably smaller than its predecessor 

— plugs into your car’s accessory jack and 
provides power to any device connected to 
the PowerJolt’s usb port. You can charge 
an iPod shuffle by plugging it directly into 
the usb port, or you can charge a 4G or 
later full-size iPod, an iPod mini, or an iPod 
nano using the included 4-foot usB-to-dock- 
connector cable. 

In addition, the PowerJolt includes a 
usB-to-mini-usB cable. This can be used to 
charge an iPod that’s already connected to 
something like Griffin’s dock-connector iTrip 
fm transmitters, which provide a mini-usB 
pass-through port. 

A status light on the adapter indicates 
charging status: yellow-orange when your 
iPod is charging, green when fully charged. 
A nice touch is an accessible 2-Amp fuse that 
protects your iPod from surges and can be 
easily replaced if necessary. 

With a better design, lower price, and an 
additional cable, the new $39.95 Powerjolt 
is that much better a bargain. 
www.grijfintechnology.com 



Belkin TuneBase. Those of you still lovingly 
attached to your iPod mini needn’t be 
left out in the cold when it comes to car 
accessories. Belkin’s TuneBase models are 
currently among our favourite accessories 
for plugging an iPod mini into your car, plus 
versions for general iPods and the shuffle. 

The all-in-one design reduces clutter 
while placing the iPod mini in a more usable 
position, and using the included audio¬ 
output jack with a car stereo‘s auxiliary-in 
jack or cassette deck (via a cassette adapter) 
will give you good sound quality, as well. 

The TuneBase is significantly sturdier than 
it looks, and in testing held the iPod mini 
perfectly still in almost all cases — even 
the more treacherous urban potholes 
resulted in little more than a mild sway. 

The connection between neck and cradle is 
actually a swiveling mount, which means 
you can twist, flex and swivel in virtually any 
combination of directions to find the perfect 
position. And since not all car accessory jacks 
are identical, Belkin has provided a number 
of custom spacers to ensure a tight fit. 

Unfortunately, if you go with the Tunebase 
fm, with integrated fm transmitter, this can 
be frustrating in urban areas where it has 
to compete with heavy fm traffic, but then, 
that’s been our experience with all iPod 
mini-compatible transmitters. 

Retails for both mini and general dock 
connecting iPod at $139.95, less for non- 
fm versions, or in a special shuffle edition 
for $49.95 (this one includes Belkin’s 
cassette adapter). 
www.belkin.com/au 
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XtremeMac Airplay2. The Airplay was 
already a very nice option in the fm 
transmitter market, though it was starting to 
show its age. With the Airplay2, XtremeMac 
has given an overhaul that makes it an even 
better option than before, keeping out in 
front for ease of use and quality of product. 

AirPlay2 is designed primarily to suit the 
iPod nano, but it is also compatible with 
4G and newer iPods and iPod mini. The fm 
transmitter supports three programmable 
station presets, so you can scan for the one 
that suits your needs best depending on 
local fm band density. 

The whole style of the display is also 
updated, with a better fit to the iPod and 
a new blue display with white characters. 
Seems they have taken a bit of the iPod style 
to heart this time and tried to make it all 
blend together nicely, with both white and 
black finishes available to suit your iPod. 

An excellent new feature is the option 
to use a mono mode, helping give clearer 
reception when you just can’t seem to get a 
fuzz free stereo signal. It also uses the Dock 
Connector and cleverly has a pass-through 
female Dock Connector for connecting to car 
chargers or other products. 

The Airplay 2 retails for $99.95. 
www.xtrememac. com 


DLO Transpod shuffle. If you’ve got an iPod 
shuffle, you’ve probably noticed that most 
of the iPod fm transmitters and car mounts 
don’t work with your iPod, dlo comes to 
the rescue with the TransPod shuffle: an 
fm transmitter, car charger, and vehicle 
mount all rolled into one attractive — and 
impressively compact — package, made 
especially for your shuffle. 

The TransPod plugs into your car’s 
accessory jack and provides a sturdy base 
for your shuffle to sit on. Although the fm 
transmitter doesn’t provide quite as clear 
a signal as that of Kensington’s Digital fm 
Transmitter/Auto Charger for dockable 
iPods, the TransPod shuffle has four presets 
and is easy to tune — not exactly something 
we can say about all transmitters. 

The TransPod also includes an audio 
output jack, for a direct connection to 
your car stereo, and, quite interestingly, an 
audio input jack, which lets you connect a 
secondary audio source (such as a laptop, a 
portable dvd player, or perhaps a full-size 
iPod) and then broadcast its audio as well. 

The TransPod shuffle is currently our 
favourite car accessory for the iPod shuffle, 
and it retails for $83 via dlo’s website. And 
don’t forget the Transpod for the rest of the 
iPod family, which retails for $159.95. 
www.dlo.com 
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Nyko Universal Car Mount. Most of the 
accessories we’ve seen for mounting your 
iPod in car involve either a cup holder 
stand or some kind of charging apparatus 
that plugs into the accessory jack. Nyko’s 
Universal Car Mount takes a different 
approach, attaching to either your 
dashboard or your air vents. And we like 
it a lot. 

The cradle of the Car Mount is made of 
clear and white plastic, with the base shaped 
like an iPod-fitting cup. Using spring-loaded 
supports, it can accommodate iPods of 
different thickness and width, locking 
them in place. To protect your iPod’s shiny 
surfaces, most of the places where the Car 
Mount comes into contact with your player 
are covered in soft foam. 

The back of the unit has a square plastic 
nub that connects to either of two included 
bases, one to stick to the dash, the other to 
mount on any air vent. Both options work 
well, although both leave markings on your 
vehicle: the adhesive base obviously leaves 
adhesive, but the vent clips tend to scratch 
up your vent. 

When your iPod is seated in the Car Mount 
you can still use top-mounted accessories 
such as an fm transmitter or remote control, 
and a hole at the bottom provides access to 
your iPod’s dock connector port. 

If you don’t mind a few scratches on your 
air vents, or if you’re ok using an adhesive 
patch on your dash, the Universal Car 
Mount is a versatile mounting solution that 
accommodates all full-size and mini iPods. 

The Universal mount is on the market at a 
very reasonable $24.95. 
www.nyko.com 
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SendStation 

PocketDock 

(4models) 

Supported iPod Models 

3rd-Generation (4Horizontal Buttons) 
4th-Generation (ClickWheel) 
iPod mini 

iPod colour/iPod photo 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

Combo $49.95 

Line Out models $64.95 

www.sendstation.com 

SendStation 

www.frequency.com.au 

Frequency Communications 
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W hen Apple introduced the redesigned 
iPod in early 2003, users praised 
its slimmer, more elegant design, but this 
improvement came with one catch: Doing 
away with the standard FireWire port and 
replacing it with a new dock connector meant 
that the accessories that used the FireWire 
port — such as car chargers — were no longer 
compatible. And, perhaps more importantiy, 
instead of being able to use any standard 
FireWire cable to sync and charge your iPod, 
you had to make sure you always carried a 
special dock cable with you. 

In light of the many new dock-oriented 
third-party peripherals that have since been 
released, the dock connector doesn’t seem 
like such a bad idea anymore, but it would 
still be nice to be able to use a standard 
FireWire or usb cable in a pinch. Similarly, 
one of the dock connector’s killer features is 
that given the right adapter, it can provide 
a line-level audio signal, which provides 
better sound than the headphone jack when 
connecting your iPod to a home stereo or 
headphone amplifier. 

It’s for these reasons that we think 
SendStation’s line of PocketDock adapters 
are must-have accessories for your iPod. The 
standard PocketDock is, quite simply, a tiny 
adapter that plugs into the dock connector 
on your iPod and provides a standard 
FireWire port. Anything you could do with 
an older iPod’s FireWire port — sync with 
iTunes, charge the battery, use the iPod as 
a portable hard drive — you can do with a 
“dockable” iPod via the PocketDock. The 
PocketDock is small enough that you can 
keep it in your iPod case or laptop bag, and 
because you can connect your newer iPod to 
your computer using any standard FireWire 
cable, you never have to worry about 
forgetting your dock cable again. 



The $49.95 PocketDock Combo serves a 
similar purpose except that it provides both 
FireWire and usb ports, allowing you to 
connect your iPod to any Mac or Windows 
pc using a FireWire or usb cable. This 
allows you to sync all dockable iPods, and 
charge all ClickWheel iPods and iPod minis, 
via usb. (You can also charge and sync any 
dockable iPod via the Combo’s FireWire 
port.) The only catch to the Combo is that its 
uses a Type B usb port (the larger, squarish 
version) rather than the more common Type 
A (the smaller, flatter version). However, the 
company’s view is that since Type B cables 
are commonly used by usb printers and 
scanners, most users are likely to have one 
on hand. 

Finally, the $64.95 PocketDock Line 
Out FireWire and PocketDock Line Out 
usb provide a FireWire or usb port, 
respectively, but also add a line-level audio 
output minijack for connecting your iPod 
to a headphone amplifier or home stereo 
without the need for Apple’s dock base. As 
a nice bonus, the Line Out versions include 
two audio cables — a 1/8-inch mini-to-mini 
and a mini-to-RCA (left/right) — to allow 
you to connect your iPod to virtually any 
stereo system or amplifier. 

Note that the PocketDock Combo and Line 
Out models are slightly wider and thicker 
than the standard PocketDock; as a result, 
some iPod cases that have holes for Apple’s 
dock cable won’t accommodate the Combo 
and Line Out models. But apart from that, 
the PocketDock line of adapters is perfect for 
people who want a compact way to increase 
iPod connectivity. 
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Edge Tech Dock 
& Multi Flash 
Card Reader 

Supported iPod Models 

3rd-Generation (4 Horizontal Buttons) 
4th-Generation (ClickWheel) 
5th-Generation (Video) 
iPod mini 

iPod colour/iPod photo 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

US$45 ($60.33) 

www.edgetechcorp.com 

Edge Tech Corp 



T wo of the more common computer 

accessories nowadays are iPod docks and 
media card readers — the former to sync, 
charge, and hold your iPod, the latter to get 
photos and other files from digital media 
cards onto your computer. Edge Tech’s 
descriptively named Dock & Multi Flash 
Card Reader for iPod combines the two in a 
single, convenient package. 

The 3.7" by 2.3" by 1.2" Dock takes 
up about the same amount of space on 
your desk as Apple’s own iPod Docks; it’s 
slightly wider, but not as deep as Apple’s 
version. An iPod dock cradle on the top 
accommodates all dockable iPods, although 
without the perfect fit of Apple’s Universal 
Dock with adapters — a small, plastic slider 
moves forward to support smaller iPods or 
back for larger models, but with only two 
positions, some iPods fit better than others. 
The back of the Dock features line-level 
audio and S-Video jacks to connect your 
iPod to your stereo/speakers and tv, and a 
dock-connector port for connecting to your 
computer using Apple’s dock cable; in this 
respect, the Edge Tech Dock is similar to 
Apple’s older iPod photo/colour Dock, and 
in my testing worked identically. 

However, the Edge Tech Dock is 
significantly thicker than Apple’s own Docks 
thanks to the other half of its feature set: a 
“universal” media card reader. On the front 
of the Dock you’ll find three media card 
slots that between them accommodate xD, 
sd, mmc, Memory Stick (standard, Pro, and 


Duo), SmartMedia, Compact Flash, and 
MicroDrive cards. The usb 2.0-based card 
reader worked well with every media card 
I threw at it, and performance was on par 
with other usb 2.0 card readers I’ve used. 

An included usB-to-mini-usB cable connects 
to a mini-usB port on the back of the Dock, 
and a light on the front of the Dock indicates 
media card access. 

One drawback of the Edge Tech Dock 
is that it requires two usb ports on your 
computer: one for Apple’s dock cable and 
one for the card reader’s own usb cable. 
(This also means you’ll have two cables 
running from the Dock to your computer.) 

I would have preferred to have a single cable 
connecting to a single usb port. 

Overall, the Edge Tech Dock is a handy 
accessory for those flush with digital 
gadgets. Apple charges $59 for its Universal 
Dock; for a shade more (plus shipping), you 
get a cradle that works with all dockable 
iPods, includes a universal media card 
reader, and saves space on your desk, to 
boot. You don’t get the remote control 
functionality of Apple’s Universal Dock, 
but considering that the Edge Tech Dock is 
designed for use on a computer desk, the 
Dock will likely be in arm’s reach anyway. 

Note: The Edge Tech Dock does not 
let you copy photos from digital media 
cards directly to your iPod; it is simply a 
combination of a media card reader and an 
iPod dock cradle. 


By Dan Frakes 

Griffin 

Technology iSqueez 

Supported iPod Models All 
Player Rating ► ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 
Standard $19.95 
www.griffintechnology.com 
Griffin Technology 
www.powermove.com.au 
Powermove 


S ome of the best products are also the 
simplest. The iSqueez (originally called 
the PodPod) is just a foam iPod stand for 
your car’s cupholder — nothing more, 
nothing less. But Griffin got it right. The 
bottom is approximately 2 7/8" (2.88") in 
diameter but compresses to fit into smaller 
cupholders. The top is cleverly designed 
to securely fit both full-size and mini iPods 
— full-size in one direction, mini in the 
other. Because it doesn’t use suction cups 
like similar products, it’s also easy to put 
your iPod in and get it out. The soft foam 
won’t scratch your iPod, and a small notch 
in each side of the iSqueez accommodates 
the cable of a car charger or other dock 
connector accessory. And at only $19.95, it’s 
a bargain. If you’ve got an extra cupholder, 
the iSqueez provides the perfect grip. 
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Sena iPod nano 
MagnetFlipper 

Supported iPod Models 

3rd-Generation (4 Horizontal Buttons) 
4th-Generation (ClickWheel) 
5th-Generation (Video) 
iPod mini 

iPod colour/iPod photo 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

US $39.99 ($53.61) 

www.senacases.com 

Sena Cases 


K eeping your iPod nano protected is 
one thing. Keeping it stylish is another. 
Cases that allow you to do both are few 
and far between, but the Sena iPod nano 
MagnetFlipper manages to accomplish 
just that. This full coverage leather case 
keeps your nano resting comfortably and 
accessibly, despite a few minor quirks. 

The case is simple enough: a pleasant- 
feeling leather sheath with a small flap that 
covers the lower two-third of the nano, 
leaving the screen visible through a clear 
plastic window. The construction is of good 
quality; the back, front, and flap of the case 
are all sturdily rigid, providing a degree of 
cushioned protection, and the stitching is 
even and subtle. Inserting the iPod into the 
case may take a little effort at first, due to 
the leather’s stiffness, but after a while, the 
material softens and the process is much 
easier. Likewise, taking the iPod out does 
require a bit of pushing and pulling from 
both sides, but it’s also reassuring to know 
that the nano fits snugly inside. The flap 
that covers the controls is firmly secured 
with a pair of strong magnets embedded in 
the leather. 

With the flap up, the iPod’s dock port is 
inaccessible, and the nano is not dockable 
while in the case. However, with the flap 
down, it’s easy enough to attach a sync 
cable, or even a third-party adapter such as 


SendStation’s PocketDocks. The headphone 
jack is available with the flap up or down, 
though you may need to adjust it in order to 
open or close the flap. 

All cases add some bulk to the svelte 
nano, but I found the MagnetFlipper’s 
increased thickness perfectly acceptable; 
after stowing it in a pocket, I still forgot 
the nano was even there. If simple and 
sleek is the watchword, the Sena iPod nano 
MagnetFlipper fits the bill. 



By Dan Frakes 

Griffin Technology 
Tunejuice 

Supported iPod Models 

3rd-Generation (4 Horizontal Buttons) 
4th-Generation (ClickWheel) 
5th-Generation (Video) 
iPod mini 

iPod colour/iPod photo 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$29.95 

www.griffintechnology.com 
Griffin Technology 
www.powermove.com.au 

Powermove 


W e’ve seen a few iPod battery add-ons 
that extend your iPod’s playback 
time significantly — some as much as ioo 
hours! However, one major disadvantage 
to these batteries-on-steroids is that they 
tend to be heavy and bulky. What if you’re 
not looking for 40, 60, or 100 additional 
hours of battery life, but rather just 
enough to get you through a short trip 
when you forgot to plug your iPod in the 
night before? 

Griffin’s TuneJuice is just the ticket: This 
runt of a battery pack —just 2.3” by 1.6” by 
.8” — uses a single 9-Volt battery to provide 
approximately 4 hours of playback time to a 
dead iPod or 8 additional hours to an iPod 
that’s still running on its own power. Simply 
plug the Tune Juice’s 4" cable into your 
iPod’s dock connector port and your iPod’s 
“remaining battery life” — as displayed by 
the battery meter in the menu bar — will 
increase accordingly. 


In my testing, the Tunejuice worked 
as advertised. However, note that the 
Tunejuice provides just enough power to 
extend playback time — it won’t actually 
recharge your iPod’s battery, even if you 
plug it in overnight. Still, it’s a handy 
accessory to carry in your travel bag, and its 
diminutive size and light weight means it 
won’t add much to your load — unlike those 
ioo-hour bricks. 
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By Dan Frakes 

Apple iPod 
Radio Remote 

Supported iPod Models 

5th-Generation (Video) 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$79 

www.apple.com.au 

Apple 



A much welcome, long desired arrival in 
. the first-party accessory family, the 
Apple iPod Radio Remote is an impressive 
little number. When I unpacked the Radio 
Remote, the first thing that struck me was 
just how really tiny it is. It weighs next 
to nothing, with the vast majority of that 
weight coming from the dock connector and 
the cable. Physically, it’s quite small. Part 
of the reason for the small size is that there 
is no power source in the Radio Remote; 
it draws all its power from the iPod. That 
means there’s a hit for the iPod’s battery life 
when powering the Radio Remote. 

I did my own drain test using a 4GB iPod 
nano. Once the nano was fully charged, I 
connected the radio and headphones, set 
the volume to about half, tuned in a station, 
and then just sat back and waited. Almost 
exactly eight hours later, the nano shut 
itself down. Real world usage may result 
in somewhat lower battery life, but eight 
hours of radio reception on one charge from 
a nano is fairly impressive. Full-size iPods 
should produce even better times. 

Using the Radio Remote really is a simple 
thing to do. Plug it into the dock connector 
on a compatible iPod, then choose the new 
Radio button from the iPod’s main menu. 
This will take you to the main radio screen, 
which presents a somewhat retro fm dial. 

From there, the click wheel (or the 
buttons on the wired remote) is all you need 
to use. Click the centre button to toggle the 
lower part of the display between the dial 
view and the station identifier. With the dial 
visible, you can manually tune a station by 
spinning the wheel. You can also press and 
hold the fast forward or rewind buttons to 
scan for the next or previous station. Once 
you have a station tuned in, press and hold 
the centre button to mark it as a favourite. 


93 . 9 , 





The Radio Remote also supports something 
known as the Radio Data System (rds). rds 
allows supported radio station to broadcast 
small streams of digital data along with 
the music they play. When tuned to an 
RDS-equipped station, the Radio Remote 
will display this information on the bottom 
portion of the iPod’s display. 

The wired remote replicates all of the 
iPod Click Wheel’s control functions, except 
for spinning the scroll wheel to tune a 
station. The remote also works for music 
stored on your iPod, with only a couple of 
limitations. First, the Radio Remote must 
be directly connected to the iPod; it won’t 
work when connected through a dock, for 
instance. Second, if you use iTunes to adjust 
the volume of a given track, you won’t hear 
those volume adjustments if you plug your 
headphones into the Radio Remote. Instead, 
you’ll have to plug the headphones into the 
iPod itself. This has some implications for 
the headphone sharing hint (see below). 

If you use a lot of customised volume levels 
for your songs, then the person listening 
to the iPod itself will hear the music at a 
different level than the person using the 
Radio Remote’s headphone jack. 

To my untrained ears, the sound quality 
of the Radio Remote was fine — what you’d 
expect from fm radio. While clearly not 
up to the level of a well-encoded rip from 
a cd, I didn’t hear anything out of sorts 
with either music or voices. Perhaps more 
relevant, I didn’t have any reception issues 
with any headphones. 

There are other fm tuners available for 
other iPods, but this is the first to directly 
integrate the tuner’s controls into the 
iPod’s interface. The end result is almost 
no added bulk and an fm tuner that works 
very well. 


An extra set of earbuds are included with 
the Radio Remote, to ensure you have 
appropriate phones that will act as the 
radio antenna. But they can also be useful 
for sharing your iPod with someone 
else. With the Radio Remote connected 
to a full-sized iPod or nano, the iPod’s 
headphone jack is still accessible. Plug 
one set into the iPod, and the other 
into the Radio Remote, and both sets of 
headphones will be active at the same 
time. Nice. 
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JBLOnTime 

Supported iPod Models 

3rd-Generation (4 Horizontal Buttons) 
4th-Generation (ClickWheel) 
5th-Generation (Video) 
iPod mini 

iPod colour/iPod photo 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► y 2 
Price as Reviewed 

$399.95 

www.harmon-multimedia.com 

JBL 

www.conexus.com.au 

Conexus 


W aking up is hard to do, so you may 
as well get the best alarm clock you 
can and start your work day on as pleasant 
a note as possible. iPod aficionados have 
several iPod docking alarm clocks to 
choose from, and here I’m taking a look at 
jbl’s On Time. 

There’s a lot to love about the On Time, 
but when I first pulled it out of the box, I 
wasn’t quite sure what to make of its design. 
Though it’s a striking design that works 
well on a desktop or table, I found it the On 
Time’s height to be somewhat inconvenient. 
Since there’s no remote, you want it to be 
within easy reach so you can hit the snooze 
button or turn it on or off, yet such a tall 
unit can get in the way on your nightstand, 
especially if you’re prone to keeping books, 
a water glass, glasses, or other night-time 
accoutrements within reach. 

This reflects the On Time’s identity crisis. 

Is it an alarm clock, a home stereo, or an 
iPod dock? Should I put it on my desk in my 
office, or the nightstand in my bedroom? My 
answer? It fits perfectly in at least two places: 
student bedrooms and studio apartments. 

Also available in black or white, the front 
of the On Time has six dedicated function 
buttons and four navigation buttons. A large, 
slighdy recessed, snooze button on top is 
easily smackable when you want to sleep in. 

The On Time’s most noticeable feature is 
its circular speaker design. Though it makes 
for a dramatic, modern design, this arch is 
there to serve a purpose: it allows the On 
Time to fire its two 25mm tweeters upward 
and its 45mm low/midrange speakers 
horizontally. The result is spacious sound, 
which I’ll discuss further below. 


In the center of the unit, beneath the 
speaker arch is an iPod dock that cradles 
and charges your iPod. Unlike many iPod 
stereo docks, however, jbl put a true dock 
in the On Time — you can connect it to your 
computer and sync the unit, jbl includes 
adapters to cradle just about any make and 
model of docking iPod, including the nano, 
video, and mini. It doesn’t, however, support 
the shuffle, though you can still play audio 
from a shuffle via an auxiliary input. 

The On Time can really pull its own weight 
as a passable home stereo — assuming 
you have a small home. Unfortunately, the 
bass can sound blown out at maximum 
volume. Yet after hooking up an amplified 
subwoofer, the On Time sub system cranked 
out deep, complex, and positively rumbling 
bass tones. All in all, given the subwoofer, 
computer, and auxiliary connection options, 
this is a great base component for a desktop 
stereo system. 

Though the On Time has many features, 
they can be a mixed bag when in use. 

The alarm clock works well, but some of 
the extras do not. Two alarms, each with 
everyday, weekday, and weekend settings 
mean that there’s no need to reset your 
alarm or turn it off every Friday. You can set 
the On Time’s snooze function for whatever 
interval you’d like, though On Time’s sleep 
timer abruptly cuts off, rather than growing 
gradually quieter like some other units on 
the market. 

Having recently tested the iLuv ii77 unit, 

I sorely missed having a remote when using 
the On Time. This was especially true when 
using the unit in sleep mode at night and 
when waking in the morning. The lack of a 
remote was exacerbated by the On Time’s 
interface, which I found trickier to use than 
a regular alarm clock. 

On the other hand, the On Time’s ability 
to sync your iPod with your computer is a 
welcome addition. Once connected to my 
Mac, my iPod synced flawlessly, jbl notes in 
the instruction manual that the dock might 
now work when connected through a usb 
or FireWire hub. However, it performed 
without problem for me. If you plan on 
using the On Time in the same room as your 
computer, this is a fantastic feature. 

If you desire something akin to a small 
stereo, with the added benefit of a clock and 
alarm, go with the On Time. It doesn’t quite 
excel at either role, but does a good job as 
an all rounder. 
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Sonos Digital 
Music System 

Supported iPod Models 

Works directly with iTunes 
Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

(5 if it could deal with DRM AAC audio) 
Price as Reviewed 
ZP100 bundle $2,399 
ZP80 bundle $1,999 
www.sonos.com 
Sonos Digital 
www.playback.com.au 
Playback Systems 


F or the audiophile wanting to pump 
music throughout their home, the Sonos 
Digital Music System gives an impressive 
multi-room wireless music option. This 
review discusses the Sonos zpioo bundle. 
There is a slightly cheaper zp8o bundle, 
with the only real difference being that the 
zp8o version of the Zone Player doesn’t 
have a built in amplifier — you’ll need to 
connect it to any amplified audio device. 

This may actually suit if you have a perfectly 
good amplifier within a current system. 

The Sonos system consists of two main 
components. The Zone Player is the first. It’s 
a wireless receiver with a stereo amplifier 
and audio inputs and outputs. The amplifier 
is rated at 50 watts, which is enough to 
drive a decent set of speakers. The rca 
audio inputs allow you to connect any 
other audio devices you like such as a cd 
player or even an iPod with the right cable 
combination. A device plugged into any 
Zone Player will then be transmitted across 
the whole system. Each Zone Player also has 
its own volume up/down and mute buttons, 
which is useful if you’ve left the Controller 
in another room. 

The second and central component is the 
Controller, which has an lcd screen and 
a scroll wheel. The Controller gives you 
a large number of options to control your 
listening experience — toggle playlists by 
room, check and change volume levels, view 
album artwork and so on. Its management 
of zones works simply and effectively. It took 
me all of three minutes to work out how to 
have one playlist running in my computer 
room whilst another played in the living 
area. There’s even a party mode that allows 
all zones to play the same music in sync. 

There were two things that stood out 
when I first unpacked the Sonos — its 
form factor, which fits beautifully with the 



Mac / iPod aesthetic, and the weight of 
the components. This is no flimsy offering 
and has the feel of something that can take 
a great deal of wear and tear. The Sonos 
system does take some setting up initially 
but it’s not complicated. One of the Zone 
Players needs to be connected to your Mac 
via Ethernet — this is the interface between 
your music collection and the Sonos. I set 
up a Zone Player next to my iMac G5 and 
connected stereo speakers I had in the room. 
You could of course use your Mac’s own 
speakers as an alternative. I then installed 
the Sonos Wizard on my Mac to configure 
the music that would be played through 
the system — this is the music content 
that the Controller sources. I then put 
the second Zone Player in the main living 
area of my home, sitting above my current 
stereo system, connecting the speakers 
from my stereo system to the Zone Player. 
The wireless capability is totally seamless 
— once you turn the Zone Player on, it 
negotiates the connection with the base 
Zone Player. That was it, no further set up 
required. The Sonos allows up to 32 Zone 
Players to be networked in this way. If you 
have 32 rooms and pairs of speakers, you 
won’t be limited at all in getting your house 
musically covered. 

The Sonos supports Mp3, aac, Windows 
Media and WAV files. However protected 
aac files aren’t supported. This is the 
biggest downfall for Mac users — any songs 
you have purchased from iTunes Music 
Store cannot be played through the Sonos 
system. This isn’t a criticism that can be 
fully levelled at Sonos, more at the drm 
system itself being so closely protected. The 
system does work fine with Real Networks’ 
Rhapsody online music option and Audible 
files are also supported. 

The quality of the Sonos offering cannot 
be doubted. If you are looking for a 
comprehensive wireless music system for 
your home, this may be very hard to go 
past. That said, if a significant proportion 
of your music collection comes from the 
iTunes Music Store you may struggle to 
rationalise the purchase price. The Sonos 
system costs $2,399 for the starter zpioo 
bundle which has the Controller and two 
Zone Players. The zp8o bundle will cost you 
$1999.00. The Sonos website gives a very 
comprehensive tour of the system and is 
well worth checking out. ■ 
























Vorsprung durch Technik www.audi.com.au 


All your music. 
Everywhere you go. 
All the time. 

Audi iPod adapter 



The Audi iPod interface combines the latest in 
MP3 technology with driving ergonomics. You can 
now access your iPod music collection during 
each trip, while at the same time recharging your; 
iPod from the onboard power outlet. 

Once installed, simply plug your iPod into the 
adaptor and enjoy seamless access to all of your 
music by using your Audi sound system controls. 

Please call 1800 50 AUDI for your nearest Audi 
dealer or visit information 

regarding your Audi's compatibility, iPod options. 
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Clarion. Suits all flash drivers 


Are you in the drivers seat when it comes to the coolest and handiest toys and technology? 

If so, USB Flash Drivers will have caught your eye, giving you compact and easy-to-use portable 
storage of all your top tunes. 


Now, the latest eye-opener in Clarion mobile entertainment is just for you. 

The new Clarion DB566USB head unit is not only a heavyweight on features, power and style, 

with a AM/FM stereo tuner and CD-MP3/WMA player, but it also includes a USB port on the front panel. 

It supports all types of llSB media adaptors. 


Just plug in and play... and all your favorite tunes can become driving tunes, .quick as a flash 


Sound it out at www.clarion.com.au 


clarion 


Clarion Australia Pty. Ltd. 

30 Corporate Drive, Moorabbin, Vic, 3189 Phone: 038558 1115 Fax: 039551 0366 


Join the Clarion HMI - Human [Mobile Music Media] Interface-: www.clarion.com.au 
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